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INTER@ARAB AFFAIRS 


POSSIBLLITY THAT SAHARAN WAR COULD ESCALATE EXAMINED 


London 8 DAYS in English 4 Apr 81 p 17 


[Article by Stephen Hughes] 


(Text) 


THE AIR is thick with invective and abuse 
in northwest Africa. and there is imminent 
t of & major escalation in the armed 
over the Western Sahara, with 
Mauritania being drawn back into the five 
year desert war 
The war of words began early in March 
with Mauritania, Algeria and the Polisario 
Front accusing Morocco of an 
aggre sion against Mauritania 
followed reports published by Rabat that 
the Polisario s guerrillas were moving from 
their Algerian bases into northern 


that if | harboured the Polisario and 
allowed it to attack Moroccan forces in the 
Western Sah ira. it would be abandoning its 
neviral stance and have to suffer the 
consequences 

In the event there was the sbortive 
military coup of 16 March in Nouakchott, 
staged by rebel army officers who had been 
living im Morocco but who reached the 
Mauritanian capital via Senegal. 
Immediately Morocco was accused of 
masterminding the coup. and four 
— were sentenced to death last 


The coup was followe by an Algerian 
airlift’ into Nowakchott with numerous 
flights of Antonov 22 military transport 
planes carrying arms and 
military security advisers. only e few hours 


after @ visit to the Mauritanian capital by 
Lieutenant Colone! Ahmed Larbi Belkheir, 


a Zemmur, 
an oat Mm & MoOUNtAMOUS area of the 
Western Sahara only J5km from the 
Mauritaman frontier The Moroccans said 
they had irrefutable proof that the force of 
about 3,000 guerrillas had come from 
Mauritanian territory where, it was 
claimed, they had been spotted by 
reconnaissance planes around Bir 
cim, just across the frontier. 
Rabat government issued @ stern 
warning to Mauritania, saying that its 
‘wresponsible behaviour could have dire 
consequences, and claiming that for the 
moment Morocco wreuld confine its 
reaction to driving off the attackers but that 
it reserved the right of legitimate defence 
This clearly implies a threat of military 
retahation against Mauritania if the attacks 
continue and the guerrillas withdraw to 
sanctuaries over the frontier 
In the past, King Hassan has been 
reluctant to carry out his threats to exercise 
the right of ‘hot pursuit into Algeria when 
guerrillas withdrew to thei bases in the 
Tindouf area, no doutt fearing a war with 
his powerful neighbour He is likely to have 
less compunction about sending his army 























mio Mauritania as it is much weaker 
militarily 

Mauritania withdrew from the conflet in 
August 1979 by signing a peace accord with 
the Polisario in Algiers. Ironically, the 
document was signed by Lieutenant 
Colonel Ahmed Salem Ould Sidi. a leading 
member of the ay + 
a A, July 1978 by overthrowing 

Moktar Ould Daddah He was 

one of four re ., officers sentenced to death 
for leading last month's atternpted coup 

Ould Sidi and his army were 
desperately anxious to extricate 
from a war which had brought the country's 
economy to the brink of ruin, but he later 


of Algerian or 
to have proved him right with the entry of 


4420 


the Polisario on the Mauritanian scene in 
force, bringing with it the underground 
sivuggle for primacy over the guerrilla 
movement between _—+~ yom 
by extension, over Mauritania itself 

The failure of the 16 March coup. 
whether engineered by Rabat or not is 4 
severe blow for Moroceo, since im the 
aftermath Mauritama severed diplomatic 
relations Morocco is now faced by what 
commentators in Rabat call the 
‘Libyan-Algerian coalition, with their 
considerable military and financial 


recently sent 50 armoured vehicles across 
a © Tindouf, apparently for the 


























INTER~ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


JOINT OLL REFINERY--AL-ADWA' has learned that a giant Gulf project will soon be 
implemented in Bahrain. The project will cost $600 million and will be financed 
and owned by Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Bahrain. The project consists of the eatab- 
lishment of a giant refinery of a special type to convert heavy petroleum products 
into Light products. During a brief meeting between the chief editor and Minister 
of Development and Industry Yusif Ahmad ash-Shirawi, the chief editor learned 

that the Ministries of Development and Industry of the three states have made good 
progress in studying this giant project and that the three countries will very 
soon endorse the final steps for its implementation. The chief editor has also 
learned that this project will increase the price of heavy petroleum by no less 
than $15 per barrel after converting it to light petroleum at the refinery. The 
price will go up by several thousands of dollars following the processing of this 
light petroleum to other chemical products. [Excerpt] [GF111604 Bahrain AL-ADWA' 
in Arabic 11 Apr 81 p 1] 


CSO: 4802/65? 























PEOPLE'S PLIGHT SEEN LEADING TO CIVIL WAR, SOVIET THREAT 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 1 Ape 81 pp 1-7 
[Excerpts] Where Will the Money Come From? 


Is Iran really heading for a serious economic, political and social disaster? 
Experts watching the situation there say estimates for military spending and 
key food imports during the coming year are so high there seems no | ikelihood, 
short of dramatic change in the war and economic situation, for the government 
to raise the vast sums needed; and harsh measures may be necessary to cope 
with the ensuing situation. 


"The situation becomes increasingly ripe for civil war and the subsequent 
emergence of a real strong man," one told IPS in Paris. People are becoming 
increasingly ready to accept such a figure, a left-leaning young Iranian 
who has just flown in from the Iranian capital added. 


Travellers coming from Iran stress the dangerous economic situation that is 
arising. A recent statement by Behzad Nabavi, the powerful minister of state 
for executive affairs, that expenditures were increasing but sources o* 
revenue had either diminished or remained the same, tends ¢ firm this. 


The decline of agriculture means Iran will have a giant food bill in the coming 
year, and independent observers in Tehran have suggested this will be at i 

$5 billion up to next March. Nabavi has estimated the military budget wili 

be $13 billion; and experts are puzzled as to how the country can even cover 
this military expenditure if, as Nabavi declared, she intends to keep oil 
production at its present level. 


"With production at around a million barrels a day and exports around 700,000 
barrels a day revenues can bring in barely enough to cover the military 
expenditure, never mind that on food and other vital sectors of imports," one 
observer said. 


Production has dropped in all areas of agriculture, even of wheat, which in 
the first year after the revolution actually rose. 


"This was due in large part t. the fact that with the closing of factories and 
other businesses 80 per cent of rural workers who had gravitated to the capital 
went back to their villages," the observer said. "The state of anarchy which 


was in being in most of the rural areas meant that the simple farmers could 
seize lands from their former landlords and cultivate them for their own benefit.” 





Buc the Islamic government was in favour of private ownership and was in 
complicity with former landlords in driving the farmers from the lands again. 
It was also strongly motivated by the start being made in many rural areas in 
collectivisation of agriculture in villages on the Soviet model, which was 
being introduced by left wing elements including the communists and the 
Fedayeen-e-Khalq (Islamic leftists). 


The result of this, however, was a swift decline in agricultural production, 
And further losses were suffered when suspected Tudeh party and Fedayeen 
elements burned hundreds of acres of wheat and other crops in revenge. 


According to some sources Ayatollah Khomeini's order for farmers to turn over 
to wheat production to ensure the country's bread was also a blow to production. 
For tarwers who had previously concentrated on cotton (formerly Iran's largest 
export after oil) or rice were not familiar with wheat growing, and harvests 
have been poor. At the same time much rice and cotton production has been lost. 


Informed sources in Tehran told IPS that while 50 per cent of the industriai 
sector was virtually closed down the five major industries taken over by the 
state under President Bani-Sadr's nationalisation plan--the Iran Motor Company, 
formerly Iran National, the Tractor Company, heavy machine construction 
company, the steel mill and sugar cane growing and processing, have cost 

the government nearly $3 billion instead of bringing in $3 billion as was 
previously slated. Thus the loss to the state is in real terms $6 billion. 


The bazaar, the same sources said, is in a state of virtual revolt. The plan to 
nationalise foremg trade has been a body blow for the traditional commercial 
centre, who were among the main financers of Khomeini's revolution. It has 

cut short their hope of replacing the big tycoons who under the former regime 
used their links with the royal family to monopolise much of profitable trade. 


Forty Per Cent of Imports [Initially for the State 


Imports of all basic commodities like paper, wood, steel, glass, all kinds of 
textiles, and staple foods Like butter, rice, wheat, vegetable oil, etcetera, 
have been nationalised in Iran. 


With other items like industrial equipment included, the new measure covers 
about 40 per cent of the total imports into the country, which a year ago 
were estimated to amount annually to 13.5 million tons, 


The parliament has also given the Ministry of Commerce a deadline of six months 
to set the formula for nationalising the remaining 60 per cent of imports, 
which probably comprise about 100,000 items. 


Twenty-eight centres have been set up to serve as government agencies for 
imports and their distribution. They will study and evaluate invoices from 
suppliers and evaluate them for price and quality, and then pass or those 
chosen to the Central Bank tc open invoices from the government account. 





Previous importers in the different fields will be supplied from one of the 
centres of their choosing with an amount of goods identical with their annual 
import tigure, That is if an importer brought in 20,000 tons of steel during 


the 
it, 


for 


New 


the 
The 
the 
the 
the 
The 


But 


The 


who 
was 


the 





Officials have announced, however, that all letters of credit for goods re- 
gistered before the Now Ruz holiday, which began on dar 21, will remain valid 


importer. 


Industries who bring in their own raw materials and spare parts will, it is 
understood, continue to be able to bring these ite. ° directly themselves. 
Regulations covering this sector are expected to be announced shortly. 


Iran's Council of Ministers has approved the text of what will be the country's 
officias penal code, an 80-article text which reintroduces the Qoranic Law 
of Talion--the law of "an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth" which allows 


so-called moderate deputies and leftists, as well as more moderate clergymen. 


of the ruling IPR, have so far expressed no reaction. 


March 29 gave weight to the chilling argument of Hossain Khomeini, the mullah 
grandson of the Ayatollah, in a recent article in ENGHELAB-E-ESLAMI, president 
Bani-Sadr's daily, that the extremist mullahs were bent on installing a 
“"Dik-atori Saleheh" (Dictatorship of the Pious) in Iran. This would give all 
power to the mullahs, who in Shia beliefs, are the only ones who are considered 
pious. 


Hossain Khomeini said that Ayatollah Khalkhali (the notorious hanging judge) was 
certainly to blame for some things but he was not the only one. The mullahs 


The fact that extremists were determined to keep all the power to themselves 
was demonstrated by the way they had thrown out Karim Sanjabi from the foreign 
minister's position. 

he ing Khomeini was demonstrating ange of heart by supporting Bani-Sadr's 
line against the fundamentalists. A few months ago he had bitterly attacked 


past year then he can purchase the same quantity from the state and sell 
But he will no longer be able to bring in the commodity himself. 


the imports they cover, which can still be brought in by the individual 


Penal Code Takes Step Back, Critics Say 


families of victims to exact their own identical revenge justice. 

text will now go to the parliament, which is dominated by hardliners of 
islamic Republican Party whose leader, Ayatollah Mohammad Beheshti, is 
country's supreme judicial authority and so responsible for recommending 
new code. 

code has already been denounced in part as "backward and barbaric" by 


the pro-Moscow communist Tudeh party, who have remained staunch allies 


mass executions of 21 minor offenders, including five women, in Tehran on 





wanted to introduce the dictatorship were others. What they did not know 
that no dictatorship could be pure, and corruption was bound to set in. 


president in an interview in ETTELAAT newspaper, but he now said he had 














been mistaken, He had made the statements after hurrying to Tehran from the 
war front, where he had been for three month:, and then had been given wrong 
information and a wrong impression, That was why he attacked Bani-Sadr, of 
whom he had been fond since they had first met in Najaf, and had accused 

him wrongly of having links with the Mojaheddin, The latter Khomeini said, 
were to nim the worst people of all. They held communist ideas, but painted 
them over with Islamic colouring. 


The religious extremists said that not just Khuzestan but half of Iran could 
go as long as Bani-Sadr was stopped from succeeding, Hossain Khomeini wrote. 
"These people do not even listen to Ayatollah Khomeini," he said, "He has 
designated Bani-Sadr as supreme commander of the armed forces, but they 
insist all the time that Khomeini himself is the supreme commnder." He 
regretted that the people now had begun to hate the mullahs, but he said not 
all mullahs were the same. 


The young Khomeini, whose youth and naivete were perhaps responsible for the 
frank way he discussed sensitive matters, added, "I am very sorry to see my 
people looking miserable, the smiles dead on their lips and their heads 
hanging down." He also warned that if the country's professional people did 
not return and these who were still in Iran were not treated with respect 
then Iran would have to depend on foreign economies again. 


Ashraf Continues Campaign--Warns of Soviet Threat 


A warning of the threat of a communist takeover and subsequent Soviet inter- 
vention in Iran was given by Princess Ashraf Pahlavi, twin sister of the late 
Shah, when she addressed a gathering of about 400 senior U.S. military figures 
and some prominent politicians at a New Jersey dinner last week. 


"In today's Iran, according to all observers, ...e marxists are the only well- 
organised and disciplined force," she said. "Once in power they will call for 
the Soviet Union to come to their rescue, just as they did in Afghanistan. 
Already the red flag flies in several northern provinces (of Iran)." 


The Princess said the Libyan leader Moammar Khaddafi, the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation and even misguided liberals in the West were knowingly or 
unknowingly working to the advantage of Moscow, and the Soviets 'mderstood this. 
The chaos and anarchy in Iran could only profit them and they were taking 
full advantage of this. The communist danger there was imminent. 


She also told the gathering that Iran had warned former U.S. president 

Jimmy Carter that a communist takeover in Afghanistan was imminent at a CENTO 
meeting in April, 1977. Yet, Carter was astonished when the Russians moved 
into the country. 


"Yet, as early as February, 1976, in his report to the Communist party 
congress, Mr Brezhnev stated, and I quote: ‘We do not hide the fact that 

for us detente enables favorable conditions to be established for socialist 
and communist build-up,'" the Princess said. "Fortunately, your new president 
knows better, for he did not hesitate to state that detente should not be a 
one-way street.” 











The Princess also warned that Khomeini, Khaddafi and the PLO and others !ike 
them had one common cenominator--that was hate fo: the United States. This 
hatred was methodically cultivated within the masses and especially among 
young people in the Islamic world, in Latin America, Asia and even in the 
industrialized countries. "Take a look at your campuses--the virus is already 
spreading,” she told her hosts, 


This meant that the U.S. faced not only the threat of the Soviet Union expanding 
into the oil-rich Middle East but also the threat of Khomeini expanding his 
anti-Western sentiments to the area with the same effect of cutting off the 

oil supplies of the U.S. and the rest of the West. 


"Facing these dangers the previous U.S. administration hesitate’ and practiced 
a policy of contradiction," she said, "It showed itself to be weak during the 
communist intervention in Angola and Ethiopia, The Soviet Union took advantage 
of this weakness in order to spread its power. What do you want Brezhnev and 
Castro to do when Andrew Young, the friend of the president, publicly 

estimates that the Cuban presence in Africa is a stabilising ‘actor?" 


In the Iranian context, she said, they all recalled the hesitati-s .: the 
Carter administration before and after Khomeini and throughout |. hostage 
crisis. 


"It is high time fer the United States to recapture its rightful rank," she 
concinued. "We do not speak of sending in the Marines, but there is a 
definite need to show firmness and determination against subversion. Not 
hearing the voice of the United States the silent majorities of the world are 
losing faith. That is exactly what is beginning to happen in Iran, where a 
distressed and terrorised people are giving up, looking rather to the communist 
order which it hears is, at any rate, better than the terror, anarchy, the 
arbitrary justice and chaos of Khomeini." 


The Khomeini regime was fast losing its grip and momentum, the Princess warned. 
It was not only openly challenged and fought by different tendencies and 
separatist movements, but it was also undermined by an intense power struggle 
from within (the hierarchy). 


"It would be a grave error to artificially maintain it, and to believe that a 
Beheshti,a Bani-Sadr or a Bazargan could bring back order or stability," 
Princess Ashraf declared, "It would also be a grave mistake to believe that 
a ‘sanitary Islamic fundamentalist cordon’ around the southern border of the 
USSR could prevent Soviet expansionism," 


The alternatives now left, in her view, were constitutional monarchy or 
communism in Iran. For 25 centuries the monarchy, despite ups and downs, had 
been the backbone of Iran. "the needed catalyst which brought the nation and 
its peonle together." Every ‘ime it had faded from the scene after invasion 
it had reappeared brighter than ever 


"The events of today are not all that different from those of the past," she 
said. "Already in Iran people remember the blessings and benefits of the 
monarchy, the great achievements of 1960-1978. Everywhere portraits of 

Reza Shah II are appearing. 











"Should the monarchy fail to return and restore order and national unity soon, 
the communists will definitely take power, For, as we know from undeniable 
sources, the people of Iran have had enough of a backward clergy. They want 
@ secular regime, It will be monarchy, or communism," 


The princess said many so-called Liberals in the U.S. and leftists in Burope 
pretended that the lranians had revolted against what they would like to call 
the tyranny of the Shah and the lack of democratic liberties in Iran, But 
their reasoning did not stand, For if such was the case, how come the Iranian 
people ‘craving for democracy’ submitted themelvee to the barbarous and 
medieval dictatorship of Khomeini’ 


In 18 months the Islamic “komitehe" (committees), authentic "Soviete" inetalled 
in towne and countryside, had sent to their deathe an estimated 40,000 people. 
Torture, for which certain liberal elements were quick to condem the forwer 
regime, had reached euch a degree of horror that Khomeini had had to demote 
from his sinister function his public executioner and judge Khalkhali, who not 
only ordered all forme of torture but practiced it himself with utter relish. 


Tens of thousands of Iranians were being arbitrarily jailed and the estimate of 
political prisoners at the moment was 50,000. The so-called Party of God with 
ite henchmen and assassins organised, just like Hitler and his SS in the past, 
destructive raids on houses of peaceful citizens, on the editorial rooms of 
newspapers and other places. They killed and stole with impunity. They had 
shot pregnant women, stoned them to death as in antiquity and buried people 
alive. 


Looking at the chamber of horrors that Iran had become the press and former 
champions of human rights who never had enough words to criticise the Shah and 
his regime, were now mute on the crimes of Khomeini. Better, they even defended 
him. Andrew Young had called Khomeini a “saint.” Following the liberation 
of the hostages, Ramsey Ci--k found excuses for the atrocities of Khomeini 
and his violations of the most elementary principles of international law. 
There were academics and clergymen who told us we should “understand” the 
accusations of Khomeini against the U.S. and the previous regime. These same 
people condemned and criticised Saudi Arabia, the Shaikhs of the Persian Gulf 
and what is left of moderate regimes in Asia, Africa and South and Central 
America, while always finding excuses for the Soviet Union and its allies like 
Cuba. 


"In this respect, the tactics of some of the liberals and so-called human 

rights activists is crystal clear," Princess Ashraf said. "They wish to replace, 
ene after another, the moderate regimes presently allied to the United States 
with regimes conforming to their own wishes. Thus, consciously or not, they 

are opening the way for the takeover of those cow > by the avowed enemies 

of the Western democracies. Their determination .. nis respect, which I hope 
is unconscious, can only profit one country--the Sv.viet Union. The Soviet Union 
does not have to act directly; all it has to do is encourage the liberals." 


This was the picture behind what had happened in Iran, where a deliberate plan 
had been implemented by groups ranging from liberals in the U.S. to Khaddafi and 
the dissident clergy in Iran. Carter had been convinced by the presence of 
so-called friends of the U.f. in the Khomeini entourage that all would be well. 





the Princesse said this was why the former regime was toppled, even though it 
had achieved so much for lranians, The general trend now was to ignore the 
achievements of the years between 1960 and 1978, But the results were there 
tor all to see, 


The growth rate varied between 12 and 15 per cent annually; per capita income 
rose from $260 to $2,800; more than 12 million children attended school con- 
pared with 250,000 in 1960; in i9+8 only 200 atudents were receiving schola: 
ships to study abroad, but by 19/7, more than 200,000 from lower income groups 
were studying at foreign universities and spending more than $2 billion 
annualiy; there were 14 thriving universities in 1978 againet just one in lyo0,; 
iiliteracy had fallen dramatically; the equality of the sexes was becoming 
real; more than 65 per cent of Iranians owned their own homes; GNP amounted 
to $70 million, of which crude oil exporte made up only 35 per cent; hygiene 
aud public health programmes had wiped out endemic diseases such as typhus, 
maiaria, emallpox and trachoma, Religioys freedom for all sects created e 


climate of tolerance and many other aspects of that new Tran could be cited 
as benelites. 


The pieture now was vastly different, with millions unemployed, inflation 

ruining at 100 per cent, the economy running at only 20 per cent of its 

furmer capacity, oil production down less than a million barrele from six million 
barrels a day, schools and universities closed, professional people nearly all 
living abroad, women down-graded and endemic diseases reappearing once more. 

The former foreign minister Sadegh Qotbzadeh had said in an interview that a 
corruption of fantastic magnitude was sapping the country at all levels. 


And the Princess quoted Hassan Nazih, whose expertise kept the Iranian National 
Oil Company together and working after the revolution and who had to flee 

from the vengeance squads himself, who told a French newspaper: "Today 
Khomeini has decapitated and practically destroyed the Iranian intelligentsia. 
He has also reduced to ashes the military capability of my country by ruthlessly 
eliminating its best officers and elements...the Iranian economy is in a state 
of bankruptcy...the ofl production which assured daily returns of upwards of 

75 million dollars has virtually ceased to exist...monetary reserves are 
entirely depleted because everyone, and especially the mullahs, had their hands 
in the till. War has finally achieved the destruction of whatever was still 
standing..." 


csv: 4920/287 
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WORLD OUTLOOK OF ISLAMIC CULTURAL REVOLUTION ANALYZED 
Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 19 Apr 81 p 4 


(text) In purely liberation movements all social strata unite to eliminate 
foreign colonialism and their stooges, but when victory is achieved new diffi- 
culties causing discord among otherwise allied internal forces, appear. 


Revolutionaries see colonialiem mostly, if not only, in ite ugly foreign face but 
fail to notice the ugliness in their own colonialism-infested beings. 


Before getting involved in heavy and harsh clashes which result in complete 
independence, the colonialist himself offers "independence" on a gold tray to 
the colonies and waits for their return to the bosom of the "mother," 


Intellectuals are regarded to be the most evil offshoots of the colonial cultural 
system, who penetrate into the ranks of revolutionaries, occupy positions even in 
top leadership and deviate the revolution to the direction desired by their 
teachers. 


A revolution without ideology is not a revolution at all but a phased battle 
which lacks any definite identity and which my tend to any direction after 
victory. 


As far as we can distinguish, the true path of Islam is (taghwa) piety in its 
widest and most genuine sense, but of course, this path should be “trodden and 
not only talked about." 


If the revolutions of the world are divided into the ideological and non-ideo- 
logical types, then the basis of such a classification is found in the degree of 
importance of culture in either of the two types. 


In the ideological revolutions, cultural problems assume the first importance, 
whereas in the case of non-ideological ones, they have secondary and sometimes 
marginal importance. 


In the first variety, the cultural revolution is not one of the dimensions, but 
the essence of the revolution. The cultural revolution constitutes the form of 
an ideol. gical revolution and without the former, the latter would lack any 

identity. Is it not a fact that any ideology is the basis of establishment of 








another culture on the ruins of the existing one, seeking to prove its future 
form through the negation of th past and existing form of life? If we set aside 
the revolutionary currents of old history which had frequently religious color 
based on a new “inspiration” leading to the establishment of a modern history, 

we see that in the contemporary ideological movements, whether or not considered 
as truly revolutionary, the cultural forms (in the true or general sense) are 
negated and new forms of individual and social lives are established, 


but in the case of second category of revolutions--which poses mostly the Libera-~ 
tion aspect=-what constitutes the axis is the emancipation from foreign domination 
or domestic despotiem, hence "politica" constitutes the center of all revolucion- 
ary thoughts and movements, Naturally, politics is not separate from the economi: 
and cultural problems, but in such revolutions, economic and cultural changes have 
not necessarily cause and effect relationships with political transformations. 
Therefore, political revolutionary movements apparently follow their cause inde- 
pendently from other transformations, Anyhow, what remain constant are the same 
past forms which seem to have evolved through some changes in appearance and 
symptoms, 


Among the ideological revolutions of contemporary times, one could cite the 
Marxist movements that have achieved victory, Irrespective of how they were 
materialized, the Marxist revolutions have led to extensive transformations in 
economic, political and social fields, If as Marxists believe, the ideology of 
Marxism is considered as the essence of these transformations, then the Marxist 
cultural revolution should be considered as materialized. 


It is true that Marxists believe Communist reaching to be a culture that forms 
the superstructure of the proletariat society, and seek to propagate it in 
philosophy, science, arts, literature, ethics and in short, in all aspects of 
life, but since the Communist culture (historical dialectic materialism) is 
nothing but the negation of capitalism private enterprise and class system of 
society as well as the political sovereignty of the working class within the 
Communist Party, so what can the Marxist culture be except justification and 
acceptance of those transformation among all the strata and groups of society? 
If it is attained will there remain any cause for Marxist cultura! revolution? 


If the new policy of Communist countries that there is no contradiction between 
them and religion is taken as the basis, then there will not be much room for 
cultural work, because other cultural manifestations of the class system will 
not survive for long, assuming that they do not disappear immediately after the 
change in economic infrastructure, it is only religion that has retained its 
identity intact as an intraclass question, independent of all transformations 
after a lapse of say, 63 years. 


Of course Marxists give two kinds of answers, Firstly, cultural revolution 
consists of propagation of scientific thinking in which case religion is negated 
nutomatically. Secondly, as Comauniset cocieties ace always Liable to stratifica- 
‘ion and have tendency towards caplialism, so a new Marxist revolution, entitled 
ultural revolution, should teke place every now and then to redirect it to its 
riginal course. The first question is given by Russia and China today as well 
as Communist countries, the second by Mao Tse Tung and is also the pre-occupation 
of Maoist groups that have not assumed power, 





We have seen the effects of either of the two theories on contemporary history 
and need not elaborate on it, We need only mention that all-embracing campaign 
against religion has been removed from the agenda of the modern Communists, 
because they have realized ite futility on the one hand, and due to the proper 
understanding of religion, do not regard it as purely clase phenomenon and the 
effect of special economic relations, 





Apart from Marxiem, fasciem like Hitler's Germany, Mussolini's Italy and Franco's 
Spain (and in ite latest and most progressive example, lerael), initiates a harsh 
campaign against any kind of foreign cultural, political domination, leading to 
the wide cultural and social purges and to pronounced changes in education and 
culminating in hegemony and direct military clashes with neighbours, In these 
systems, the greatest emphasis is laid on “national culture" and “ethnic historical 
monuments," which, through incessant and extensive propaganda, are introduced as 
the flowers of the flock of human history. These people go as far as to seek 

the main cause of all these glories in their own particular blood race and physig- 
nomy, Of course these privileges are exclusive to one ethnic group while others 
are deprived of them, 





Some people regard the great French Revolution as an ideological one, In their 
opinion available historical documents indicate that the French Revolution was 
led and guided exclusively by the Free Masons, hence the ideology of Masonism 
which is based in humanism and which negates theism, constitutes the distinguish- 
ing feature of the Revolution and acts as the starting point of a series of 
subsequent transformations in Europe and the world. 





After the victory of the French Revolution, 4 series of religion-removing cultural 
developments formally encompassed the entire fields of philosophy, science, 
literature, arts and ethics, establishing a new education. The speed of these 
great cultural developments was such that none of the simultaneous economic and 
political developments could keep pace with it. Although the empire was restored 
subsequently, the cultural situation never regained its original course, and the 
current continued to flow behind the religious barrier of the Middle Ages, 


In any event, there were some specimens of the ideological revolution during 
modern and contemporary times which, as said before, were based on precedence 
and priority of cultural and ideological problems serving as identity and direc- 
tion of the revolution. 


But in case of purely liberation revolutions, which are to be observed mostly in 
Africa, Asia and Latin America, the principal objective is the negation of foreign 
or internal oppression which joins various political developments under the 
banner of elimination of foreign colonialism and their internal stooges and which, 
even under more tangible slogans such as “driving out the white people (in Black 
Africa), creates an enormous force composed of all social strata by means of 
mobilization of the simplest oppressed classes. But as the min objective is 
summarized in merely political move with 180 degrees change of direction, and as 
other inevitable campaigns and struggles are avoided under the pretext that the 
struggle against colonialism is crucial, so in case of these revolutions when 
victory over the enemy is achieved, new difficulties will appear causing dissen- 
tion and discord among otherwise allied internal forces, 
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Among the more important of such problems is that the cultural heritage of 
colonialiam will remin, which ie manifested as a kind of attitude and social 
customs, and which is crystallised as a special clase system, social atratilica- 
tion and individual relations in the course of long years, 


Revolutionaries see colonialiam mostly, if not only, in ite ugly foreign face, 
but either deliberately or unintentionally, fail to notice the ugliness in their 
own colonialism-infesated beings. As a consequence, and being well aware of 
characteristics of his creatures and before getting involved in heavy and hace 
clashes, the colonialist himself offers independence even on a gold tray Lo che 
colonies, and quietly and at his pleasure, waite for their return to the bosom 
of their “mother” under various incentives, ranging from obtaining credits (vx 


economic renovation and development to th need for progressive technology and 
advanced scientific instruction, 


The main agony of people like Frante Fanon is that how a Liberation independence 
seeking fight can require other dimensions beside political ones so that the 
negative (individual and collective) systems and customs of colonialiem-inifested 
people are eradicated after departure of colonialism and new men with fresh atti- 
tudes and culture are born, They regard “intellectuals” to be the most evil 
offshoots of colonialism and foreign domination who are the products of the 
colonial cultural system risen from the bourgeois class, and who, through pene- 
tration into the ranks of revolutionaries and due to their false prestige, pose 
as specialists of “struggles of politics” thus occupy positions even in top 
leadership and, by means of sophistry and deceitful fraudulence deviate the 
revolution to the direction desired by their teachers, Examples of treasons of 
intellectuals can be found in the post-revolution situation of Senegal Congo 
(Kinshaza) and Kenya, where they, without the slightest change of direction, 
played their former roles in the region and in domestic affairs, not as colonized 
persons, but as allies of colonialism, 


However, after these historical disasters, it is fortunately seen that national 
liberation revolutions have assumed an ideological identity as well. Acting as 

a double-faced sword, they inflict blows om colonialism face to face while weeding 
out the vestiges of colonialism. In better words, along the path of Liberation 
revolution against foreign domination, revolutionaries cleanse their ranks from 
foreign domination effects in order to ensure the safety of their revolution. 


After this rather lengthy introduction we now realize that a revc.ution without 
ideology is not a revolution at all, but a phased battle which lacks any definite 
identity, and which may tend to any direction after victory, 


Thus, after suffering two heavy blows on the threshhold of victory during the last 
two centuries, the Islamic Revolution of Lranian people has proved its 

identity to the world for centuries through relentless fight against ruling 
Omayyad and Abbasside's infidelity and that of their internal stooges. A revo- 
lution well consolidated in the fruitful history of shi'ism has ach eved great 
v.etory under Imam Khogeini's wise leader: culp, Lirough sacrifices of of Llioew 

os Masiia masses, thanks to al. hislorlea. caper ences and without reliance om 

ume imc ilectuals' predictions ang amaiyses. Since the beginning, the revolu- 
tion emphasized its Islamic nature and announced it to the world, thus prevent- 
ing any distortion by taghooti elites and stooges, But, unfortunately, as some 

















Weaternized religious {igures assumed power, the fundamental cultural revolution-- 
which constitutes the main objective and the essence of the revolution, has so far 
been forgotten and no correct conception and analysis about it has been presented, 
That ie why lack of coordination and chaos have appeared at all levels of othes 
activities and each movement has ite own peculiar direction, 


The independent remedy seekers frequently recommend "a revolution greater than 
the firet one" in which the Lelamic ideological and cultural aspects are clearly 
practiced at all levels, and which can bring about fundamental trans formtions 

in all the pillare of our Westernized life, They mean a revolution which is the 
worthy version of the hitherto unrealized true Islamic Revolution. The harbinger 
of euch a move is, in the first place, the Imam himself who has expressed fear 

of the likelihood of its being neglected and who is not ready at all to sacrifice 
it even at the cost of military and political defeat, 


The health of the revolution lies in the maintenance of its genuine Islamic aspect 
without which the revolution would not be a real one and would be a glind, aimless 
m vement . 


But how is it possible to effect “revolution,” in ite true Islamic sense, i.e, 
the fundamental reversal of polytheistic thinking (which should be accompanied 
by transformation of all aspects compatible with that line of thought) and 
replacing it by monotheistic thinking based on inspiration, which goes side by 
side with a new life? How is it possible to effect a revolution when we have not 
even gone beyond the usual slogan, quoting others and not engaged in serious 
discussion as to what we wish to demolish? Have we ever asked ourselves the 
following questions in detail? 


What are the main and subsidiary characteristics of the existing culture, i.e. 
the present life which we are seeking to negate? 


How was this life initiated and consolidated? 


To which historical and universal current was and is this culture, as a historical 
and universal phenomenon, related? 


Where and how was the main current materialized and what substantial and inci- 
dental differences has it within subsequent development in Iran? 


What form has the conclusion of the main current in its historical origin, i.e. 


the West, taken, and what relations has it with the subsequent events in other 
parts of the world, particularly Lran? 


Is a new future awaiting the world? If so, is it the same as the horizon facing 
us or not? 


Why is it, or is it not? 
And what should be done? eeee 
Now judge for yourselves that without enunciation of any of above problems, every- 


body presents short term and long-term "projects," and discuss their details in 
answer to the question “what should be done"? In the case of enunciation of 
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lealamic cultural revolution, we do not address ourselves to the leftiet groups-- 
those who hold a different ideology and for whom Islamic revolution is meaningless. 
We respect their views, insofar as can be called “views” and are not purely 
commotion and intellectual verbigeration, and we do not enter in any arguments 
with them in this particuler case, If there are any arguments, as indeed there 
are, they should revolve around the foundations and bases of our thinking and 
theirs, not around the consequences and verdicts resulting from the verdicts, 


Our addresses here are the brothers who, in our opinion, had intended to go to 
Kaba (the just destination) but found themselves in Turkestan (the wrong desti- 
mation), no matter if it is the Soviet or the NATO Turkestan. (They are the 
misguided people), 


We do not claim to be able to guide others to Kaba (the just) but we do know the 
road to Turkestan, as we have trodden along it. So far as we know the loopholes, 
we express them with our stammering tongue so that the wayfarers can recognize 
the wrong direction without claiming that it is the only road to Kaba, 


In other words, we never say that whatever remains after the ruling polytheism 
would be Islam, because "truth is concealed behind seventy thousand veils of 
light." 


To some extent we can set aside the veil of darkness, but it is up to the pious 
people to tear up the curtain of light. 


As far as we can distinguish, the true path of Islam is “piety,” in its 
widest and most genuine sense, but of course this path should be "trodden" and 
not only “talked about." 


"You set foot on the road and do not say any yourself, 
"The road itself will tell you how to go along." 


What is important in our view is fulfillment of conditions that would make it 
possible to attain piety, which again, in our opinion, is not initially possible 
except through tearing up of the curtains and the veils of polytheism, Under 
the existing circumstances, this means the recognition as well as making others 
recognize essentially and accurately, the ruling westernized culture. After this 
is achieved, we believe that ground will be better prepared for acquisition of 
genuine knowledge about true Islam, 


Under present conditions, this is the only "work" we know, without insisting 
that it is “the only possible work." 


cso: 4920 


16 











TRAN 


AYATOLLAH MONTAZERL INTERVLEWED ON VITAL LSSUES 


Relations With Big Powers 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 7 Apr 81 pp 1, 3 


[Article by Ali Sobhani] 
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Implementing Islam 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in Fnglish 9 Apr 81 p 1 
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457 § es ge le: 3 
pil fall ott 


a i 
ih a init i 


eae 
is it hag 33 nt 
7 ee i 


/ i iit int bebidas 


The influential clergy lea- 


der especia complamed 

the Raney ncmelemnen 
ot 90 Iranian embassies abroad 
to advance the Islamic Revolu- 


“one of the facts for which we 


3 


the beginning of 4 


revolution 


ts 
Hi 


with the TEHRAN TIMES, the 
Friday prayer imam of holy 
traman city of Qom said that 








SU: 


4920 


that “this did not happen.” 
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CLERIC CALLS FOR RE-INDOCTRINATION OF ARMED FORCES 
Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 19 Apr 81 pp 1, 3 


[Interview with Hojjatoleslam Safa'i, head of politico-ideological department of 
the armed forces, by KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL, time and place not given] 


[Text] Politico-ideological departments and institutions set up within the army 
after the culmination of the Islamic Revolution in Iran, Many hold the idea that 
the existence of such departments and organizations is a step taken in building 
an ideological army with an Islamic culture, Im the light of the fact that this 
institution (politico-ideological department), although two years have elapsed 
ever since it was founded, is not know, to the people, Kayhan decided to hold 
interviews with the officials of the said department in an attempt to learn about 
their viewpoints, 


Hojjatoleslam Safa'i, Head of the Politico-Ideological Department of the Armed 
Forces, who was just recently appointed to the post by the Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution, Imam Khomeini, is tue first official interviewed by KAYHAN in this 
connection. 


In an exclusive interview Hojjatoleslam Safa‘'i, while praising the devotion and 
self-sacrifice of the Iranian Armed Forces in the war against the mercenary forces 
of Iraq, stressed on the necessity of politi-o-ideological training for the Armed 
Forces personnel, He pointed out that in the absence of such knowledge, foreign 
agents dependant on the West and East, would succeed in their attempt to infiltrate 
the Armed Forces, 


--Since the Armed Forces are trusted with the duty of safe-guarding the Revolution 
and protecting the integrity of the country, Western and Eastern ideologies strive 
to infiltrate the Army, 


--We cannot be secure of foreign infiltration unless we provide the Armed Fuxces 
personnel with politico-ideological knowledge, 


--An Army which is in the hearts of its people is victorious and a people which 
is im the heart of the Army is honorable, 


--With round the clock efforts and self-sacrifices of the military personnel and 
support of the people, we have entered the seventh month of the war and each day 
the determination of our Islamic combatants increases. 
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Q: Would you please tell us about the formation of the Politico-Ideological 
Organization? 


A: After the victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran, foreign agents and 
mercenaries as well as rightist and leftist subgroups launched an attempt to 
dissolve the army, Nonetheless, Imam Khomeini, with respect to the military 
threats endangering the country after the revolution, strongly supported the 
survival of the Armed Forces, and this was quite evident in many of his messages, 
issued on the occasion, In these messages, the Leader of the Revolution reiter~ 
ated that counter-revolutionary and dependant agents should be purged from the 
Army and that speedy measures should be taken in changing it to an Islamic one. 


After these guidelines were issued by the Imam, the Ulema and our alert Ummah 
rushed to aid the Armed Forces materially and morally. Garrisons were reopened 
and the Army personnel returned there to resume activities. Measures were taken 
to reorganize the Armed Forces, In the first opportune time regular sessions were 
held, attended by military brothers and the Ulema, in which the plan to establish 
this (politico-ideological) organization was drawn up and subsequently submitted 
to the "revolutionary Council." The Council approved the plan in September 1979, 
and as of Oct. 16th, 1979 this revolutionary organ started its activities. 


Q: What about the organic relations of the Politico-Ideological Department with 
other sections of the organization? 


A: The Chief is appointed by Velayat-e-faqih and four managers for the Ministry 
of Defense, the Air Force, the Navy and the Ground Force, are appointed by the 
Chief. As for the general policy ot the organization, the Leader decides on 
this. 


Q: What are the characteristics and functions of your Department? 


A: First of all, as the Imam has stressed in the decree issued on April 11, 1981, 
the policy and political acumen of the Politico-Ideological Department is inde- 
pendently adopted by the Leadership. Secondly, among the heads of the departments 
in the Armed Forces, only the head of this department is assigned or dismissed by 
the Leader, Thirdly, this organization has been given the grave responsibility 
of converting the Army to an ideological one. 


Q: Would you please give us an example on your activities performed so far? 


A: After the Revolution, all the efforts were directed at preparing the disturbed 
atmosphere of that time, in the Army for the acceptance of commanders, observing 
hierarchy and returning order and discipline to the military units, Through 
presence in the army units, holding talks with their personnel, speeches, 
publications and distribution of posters as well as the Imam's messages and 
decrees, we performed this duty. Then we started out long-term program, 
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Q: What are your problems? 


A; The min problem is the confrontation between the previous culture ruling 
over the army yesterday and the one Comimant today. In other words, some high 
ranking military believe there is no need for such 4 department, They say that 
order and discipline can be maintained in the same form that it was in the past. 
However, they are ignorant of the point that today the country's politico- 
ideological atmosphere is open, and since the Armed Forces are trusted with the 
grave duty of safeguarding the Revolution, and with protecting the territorial 
integrity of the country and western and eastern ideologies as well as anti- 
Islamic political doctrines are seriously etriving to infiltrate the Army. 
Therefore, we cannot be secure of foreign infiltration unless we provide the 
Armed Forces personnel with politico-ideological knowledge, 


Q: What do you think about the imposed war and the role of the Armed Forces of 
the Islamic Republic of Lran? 


A: Our valiant Armed Forces, with the all-out support of the heroic nation of 
Iran and the cooperation and coordination of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards, 
the Mobilization forces and other popular forces, exhibited such epic braveries 
that astonished the world. The world oppressors thought that in the absence of 
military advisors and expertise, we would be forced to kneel down in the first 
week of the war and that this regime which belonged to the oppressed and was hope 
for them, would be crushed, Nonetheless, with the round-the-clock efforts and 
seif-sacrifices of the military personnel and the support of the people, we have 
entered the 7th month of the war and each day the determination of our Islamic 
combatants is increased more and more, An army which is in the hearts of the 
people, is victorious, and a people which is in the heart of the army, is 
honorable, 


Q: What do you mean by “Ideological Army"? 


A: In an ideological army, the chain of command is observed and as the Imam has 
said, the commanders also should behave toward the personnel in a fatherly manner. 
In such an army (ideological one) order and discipline is strictly observed; 

posts and responsibilities are given in accordance with competency and liability, 
not on the basis of relations; no unjust discrimination should exist and instead 
Islamic equity must rule; deeds, words and behavior as well as regulations should 
be regulated based on Islamic criteria; equal grounds for the development of 
aptitudes should be created; any dictatorship, self-interest and monopoly must 

be eliminated, according to Article 3 of the Constitution; and non-essential 
organizations must be disso.ved, and logical administrative system should rule. 


Q: Who was in charge of the Department before you? 


A: From the very beginning of its formation, the supervision of the Department 
was given to me by the Imam, However, due to some restrictions which were caused, 
the record of the Department's activities was reported to the Imam, who made some 
statements in the recent visit of the Iranian pilots. After that I was appointed, 
on April llth, the Head of the Department. 








Q: What about your relations with other organs’ 


A: The Public Relations Office of the Armed Forces was dissolved and ite duties 
were trusted to our Department. In other words, all the connections of the whole 
organization with other institutions take place through this department; particu- 
larly we have overall relations in exchanging ideas and information. It is to be 
recalled that Kayhan International in a recent issue published a synopsis of the 
activities carried out by the politico-ideological department of the Armed Forces. 


C80; 4920 
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SYRIAN REPORT ON MILITARY EXECUTIONS 
JN221125 Damascus SANA in Arabic 0920 GMT 22 Apr 61 


[Text] Damascus, 22 Apr (SANA)--The crisis of the fasciet regime in Iraq hase 
entered « new, stifling phase of complication and obscurity. One of the sepects 
of thie phase is the escalation of terror and mase murder against all the setion- 
alist forces and quarters opposed to the destructive war waged by Saddam Husayn's 
clique againet the Iranian Islamic revolution. 


In 4 special report about the situation in Iraq published today, the newspaper 
AL-BA'TH says that this vicious campaign has included the military arom, which 
has been in a terrible state of anger and resentment since the hand of oppresston 
and liquidation etruck at it. 


The newspaper cites reports coming from Baghdad that the fascist Iraqi reg!me 
executed sctaff Maj Gen Iema'il Tayih an-Nu'aymi, commander of the al-Qadiciveh 
forces, who had previously tendered his resignation from military service 
following a disagreement with current Defense Minister ‘Adnan Khayrallah. Staff 
Maj Gen an-Nu'aymi however, was brought back into service before war was waped 
against the Iranian revolution, and he was assigned the task of commanding the 
entire Iraqi armed forces on the front, which was named “the al-Qadisiyah front.” 
He remained in his post until he was executed. 


Citing informed sources, the newspaper says that the president of the Iraqi regime 
ordered Maj Gen an-Nu'aymi to achieve a conclusive military victory, despite the 
deteriorating circumetances of the Iraqi forces along the combat lin’ s--a situa- 
tion of great difficulty which did not present an opportunity to achieve such 
victory. A violent disagreement erupted between Saddam Husayn and Maj Gen 
an-Nu'aymi ending in the execution of the latter. 


The sources report that the liquidation operations included others besides the 
al-Qadisiyah commander. Lt Col ‘Adil ad-Duri, cousin of ‘Izzat Ibrahim, vice 
chairman of the so-called revolution command council, was brigade commander in 
Khafajiyeh (Susangerd]. He withdrew during combat, leaving his forcer in the 
field, in protest against the military situation on the front. He was secretly 
arrested, and his (fate) is etill unknown. Most probably, he has been executed. 


It was also learned that several military commanders, including Lt Col ‘Adil 


al-Jabburi, refused to obey several military orders. The fate of some of them 
was execution, while the fate of others was jail. 
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AL-BA'TH cites sources in the democratic, national and patriotic front in Lraq 
ae affirming that a large-scale execution campaign involving over 900 citisens, 
including 150 men under 19 years old, took place over the past 2 monthe. 


It wae also learned that Iraqi diplomat Qasim as-Samawi was summoned to ‘raq, 
where he was executed. His corpse was delivered to his wife. As-Samawi held 
the post of Iraqi ambassador in Lebanon. 


Information leaked from Iraq affirms that political prisoners opposed to Saddam 
Husayn's regime were not spared from liquidation despite their being under arrest 
by the authorities. Several of them were given dangerous and contraband sub- 
stances resulting in paralysis. 


On the popular level, the effecte of the war against the Iranian Islamic Revolu- 
tion are intensifying in several supply fields. Inflation has intensified, food 
prices have increased and fuel is distributed by ration card on the average of 

4 gallons per family a month. Iraqi citizens find great difficult in acquiring 
foodstuffs, especially biead. 


The paper says that the news was leaked from Baghdad and was reported by eye- 
witnesses concerning violent demonstrations in the cities of al-Amarah and 
an-Najaf. These demonstrations were faced by the authorities with lethal weapons, 
and scores of citizens were hit by bullets. 


These reports say that the city of an-Najaf daily receives scores of its murdered 
citizens. Several weeks ago, it received 300 corpses believed to belong to 
soldiers who were executed by Saddam's fascist authorities. 


Saddam's regime is facing various (forms) of popular opposition after the Iraqi- 
Iranian war has extended over a long period of time. Cases of fleeing the army 
and mutiny against combat orders have increased with an attendant increase of 
execution campaigns in the ranks of the armed forces. 


AL-~BA'TH adds that information has leaked from the military retirement department 
in the Defense Ministry to the effect that, during 3 and a half months of fighting, 
the Iraqi armed forces lost 16 thousand men and that 25 thousand men were wounded. 
These figures exclude prisoners of war, those missing in action and those killed 
during air raids against cities and villages. 


It is obvious that these figures have risen during the past 2 months. Reliable 
information from the front indicates that the 19th and 39th brigades on the days 
of 9, 10 and 11 February lost 1,700 men, 500 of whom belonged to a special forces 
unit and a shock-troop unit. 
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MEETING WITH SOVIET OFFICIAL~-Baghdad, 18 Apr (INA)--Tahir Tawfiq, revolution 
command council member and minister of industry and minerale, met here this after- 
noon with Mordvinov, deputy chairman of the Soviet state committee for foreign 
economic relations. The two officials discussed bilateral relations and ways of 
bolstering them in the economic and technical fields. Tahir Tawfiq reviewed the 
dimensions of the war imposed on Iraq by Iran's racist rulers. He pointed out 
that by thie war, the Persian enemy wanted to stop the development procese and 

the accomplishments Iraq is witnessing in the various fields and to challenge 

the Arab nation's will in attaining ite legitimate pan-Arab ambitions. [Text] 
[JN181546 Baghdad INA in Arabic 1430 GMT 18 Apr 81) 
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JORDAN 


SYRLAN PRESIDENT SALD TO MISREPRESENT JORDAN'S ATTITUDE TOWARD SOVIETS 
Amman AL=-RA'Y in Arabic 28 Mar 81 pp 1, 20 


[Editorial: "The Arabs and the Soviet Union") 


[Text] On the anniversary of the Battle of al-Karamah when Husayn 
emphasized the necessity of adhering to [the notion of] not involving 
the region in the arena of the struggle between the two superpowers and 
when his majesty pointed out the dangers of hurling the region into this 
inferno under any guise whatsoever, even if that guise were that of 
restoring the balance with Israel, he was reaffirming the firm Jordanian 
position and the well-known unified Arab strategy which came out of the 
Amman Summit that adopted this clear course. 


But President al-Asad did not wish to see the truth, and he proceeded 

to interpret Husayn's statement according to his fancy so as to suggest 
that Jordan was acting with hostility toward the Soviet Union and joining 
forces with the West. Al-Asad forgot or pretended to forget that the 
appeal for not hurling the region into the arena of international struggle 
was an appeal that did not mean assuming 4 position on any one of the 

two camps in particular. That appeal rather meant not permitting either 
one of them to use the region as the scene, the springboard or the rove 
to its actions. It also meant not permitting this or the other camp to 
place the area under its protection and control for any reason whattocver. 


Therefore, the interpretation which President al-Asad is alleging was the 
result of his imagination or caused re his emotions, especially since 
Jordan and the Arab countries that did agree to a strategy of not entering 
into areas of influence do not have hostile relations with the Soviet 
Union. In fact, they have diplomatic, cultural and trade relations with 
the Soviet Union and these are based on mutual respect. 


President al-Asad may recall that the Afro-Asian-Soviet Solidarity Commit- 
tee, which visited Jordan a few weeks ago and whose chairman is a member 
of the Supreme Soviet Presidium, praised His Majesty, [King] Husayn and 
the position of this country. Al-Asad may perhaps conclude the obvious 
meaning of this commendation which refutes his allegations wholly and 
separately. 














The Arabs neither deny nor disavow the Soviet Union's positions supporting 
their cause. Nothing could be more indicative of that than this Arab 
position which advocates the necessity of having the Soviet Union partici- 
pate in establishing a comprehensive, just settlement to the question. 


The fact that the president of the Syrian regime has had the audacity 

to hurl Seoviet-Arab relations into the torrent of vilification which he is 
conducting is extremely unfortunate. Similarly, his attempt to portray 

his regime as the only one among the regimes of all the Arabs that 
appreciates the Soviets’ positions is also unfortunate. There is no doubt 
that such conduct contains ignorance of the importance of keeping Soviet- 
Arab relations quite apart from oneupmanships and vilifications. Such 
conduct also contains recklessness and impetuosity. 


Once again we say that the Arabs' recognition of the Soviet Union's posi- 
tions does not prevent them at all from keeping their region far away from 
the arena of international struggle. The Soviets and the bloc of non- 
aligned countries understand this position. Lt would be best for the presi- 
dent of the Syrian regime to understand this position also and to keep 
himself above trafficking in Arab-Soviet relations through vilification. 


8592 
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JORDAN 


AWQAF MINISTRY DENIES ISRAELI CHARGES ON PILGRIMS 
JN211629 Amman PETRA-JNA in Arabic 1440 GMT 21 Apr 81 


[Text] Amman, 21 Apr (PETRA)--The Jordanian Ministry of AWQAF, Islamic Affairs 
and Holy Places has issued the following statement: 


A few days ago, the Israeli press came out with new allegations from the spiteful 
Israeli authorities, saying that some young people who were allowed by these 
authorities to perform the pilgrimage in the past 3 years have returned as members 
of the Fedayeen organizations and that various weapons were discovered in their 
possession. 


The statement pointed out that by such false and groundless news, the zionist 
occupation authorities aim at reconsidering and setting the scene for obstructing 
the pilgrimage of the Muslims of the territory occupied in 1948. They also aim 
at forbidding them from having contacts with the rest of their Muslim brothers 
during the pilgrimage season. This is being done out of these authorities’ grudge 
againet our brothers in the occupied territory in an attempt to turn them away 
from their religion and ethics. 


The AWQAF Ministry would like to recall to mind that it allowed those Muslims to 
perform the pilgrimage out of its eagerness to satisfy their desire to do so, 
particularly after they have been denied the right to perform it for 30 years. 
During the past 3 years, the occupied territories’ pilgrims were an example of 
order and commitment. They did not commit any violations worth mentioning. 
Their numbers increased year after year, something which explains their interest 
in and eagerness to perform the pilgrimage. 


The occupation authorities’ allegations about the affiliation of some of them 

to Fedayeen organizations are only part of a comprehensive campaign whose aims 
and incentives become clear day after day. Many false articles are being written 
in the zionist papers these days, accusing the Muslims and Ulema of causing panic 
among the occupation authorities. While propagating falsehoods and lies via their 
information media, these authorities carried out several rancorous, racist and 
arbitrary measures, among which are the following: 


1. The confiscation of hundreds of dunums of public endowments under the pretext 
of establishing settlements or of being in conflict with public utilities. 








2. Arresting Muslim Ulema and beating, torturing and silencing them on the 
charge of planning military operations against Lerael. 


3. The expulsion of Ulema and the emptying of the land of Islamic leaderships. 
The last of those expelled was Hebron Qadi of religion Shaykh Rajab Bayyud 
at-Tamimi. 


4. The transformation of the al-Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron into a synagogue. 


5. The transformation of several mosques in Palestine's towns and villages into 
museums, gambling houses and nightclubs. 


While exposing this shammask and the false rumors being disseminated by the 
Israeli occupation forces, the Ministry of AWQAF, Islamic Affairs and Holy Places 
affirms that the Israeli authorities’ terror of the Muslim youth is caused by 
the following: the Muslim youths' frequenting of mosques and prayers to God; 
the AWQAF committees’ demands for their legitimate rights to regain the AWQAF 
Ministry's confiscated lands and real estate and to directly supervise these 
lands and estates; the insistence of the Beersheba clans that the invading 
authorities restore the sanctity of the confiscated mosques and cleanse them of 
the sins which these authorities afflicted on them; and the activities of the 
scholars and preachers which are geared toward encouraging Muslims to worship, 
acquire noble virtues and return to the epirit of Islam. 


Indeed, all these reasons worried and terrorized Israel, forcing it to carry out 
its aggressive practices which contradict the dictates of all religions; namely, 
respecting man's rights where his religion, honor, possessions, values and tra- 
ditions are concerned. 


It is obvious that these authorities’ real motive is to eliminate the deep-rooted 
Islawic creed and rob society of its faith in an attempt to make the citizens 
easy targets for the campaign of apostasy, profligacy, shamelessness and laxity 
being carried out by the occupation forces. In truth, these forces are using 

all methods in planning for such a campaign, their motive being to make the 
citizens subservient tools in order to be manipulated by the cultural colonialism, 
particularly now that Israel imagines that its military and political colonialism 
has achieved its goals and control over the region. 


While exposing all these falsities, showing the true colors of the malicious 
occupation forces and placing the Arab and Islamic worlds before their respon- 
sibilities, the Ministry of AWOQAF, Islamic Affairs and Holy Places urges these 
Arab and Islamic words and all international institutions to adopt the necessary 
measures that would stop these authorities from adopting their arbitrary measures 
against the Muslims and Islamic holy sites and to support the demands of the 
Islamic AWQAF committees in the occupied territory in order to return the AWQAF 
Ministry's mosques and lands to their people and allow them to accomplish their 
mission. 


We beseech God the almighty to make everyone successful and to enable them to 
champion their religion. 


The Ministry of AWQAF, Islamic Affairs and Holy Places has sent copies of this 
statement to all the Islamic affairs ministries, international and humanitarian 
organizations and mass media in the Islamic states. 
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JORDAN 


BRIEFS 


SHALE ROCK RESERVES--Reliable sources have put shale rock reserves in southern 
Jordan at about 1.3 billion tons. Laboratory tests have shown that these rocks 
are of good quality and can be used to produce oil. The quantity cited above 
indicates that about 800,000 barrels of ofl can be produced once the economic 
utility of these rocks is confirmed. [JN232113 Amman AD-DUSTUR in Arabic 23 


Apr 81 pp 1, 17] 


PHOSPHATE, URANIUM DEPOSITS--Geological studies have revealed that 60 percent 

of Jordan's surface area is covered with strata containing phosphate. Tests run 
by local geologists indicate that Jordanian phosphate is the richest in the world 
in uranium, containing about 70-180 grams of uranium per 1 ton of crude phosphate. 
This ratio rises to 90-180 grams per 1 ton of marketed processed phosphate. 
{[JN232113 Amman AD-DUSTUR in Arabic 23 Apr 81 pp 1, 18] 
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LEBANON 


NATIONAL MOVEMENT LEADERS DISCUSS POLITICAL REFORM PROGRAM 
Beirut AL-HURRIYAH in Arabic 23 Feb 81 pp 20-26 


[Article by ‘Abdallah Hashim: “Hawi, Qulaylat, Ra‘'d, Qansuh Discuss the Political 
Reform Program with AL-HURRIYAH"] 


[Text] George Hawi: "The National Movement never abandoned 
the interim program." 


"The program welcomes the achievement of comprehensive 
secularization." 


"Political decentralization programs are a cover for laying 
the foundation of partition." 


1. The National Movement is considering bringing back the political reform program. 
To what extend do you believe this program will constitute a solution after the war? 


2. The program has been criticized because it is content with abolishing political 
sectarianism. Some nreople think that this abolishment will not eliminate sectarian- 
ism. Others think cnat it will lead to Islamic tyranny. What do you think about 
these two statements? 


3. The slogan of abolishing political sectarianism in the program is tied to 
another central demand--that of sanctioning a single electoral district and pro- 
portionate representation. What in your opinion is intended by this demand? How 
can popular representation be corrected? What do you think about the criticism 
that proportionate representation may help form a sectarian majority facing a 
sectarian minority? 


4. The reform program advocates administrative decentralization. How do you see 
this demand in the context of the plans for confederation? 


These are the questions that AL-HURRIYAH posed to the leaders of the Lebanese 
National Movement in the midst of the discussion that is presently taking place 
in the Central Political Council about going back to the political reform program 
thac had been proclaimed by the late leader Kamal Junblat late in 1975. In this 
issue, Comrade George Hawi, secretary general of the Lebanese Communist Party; 
Brother Ibrahim Qulaylat, president of the command council of the Independent 
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Nasirist Movement--al-Murabitun; Comrade In'am Ra'd, president of the Social Syrian 
Nationalist Syrian Party; and Comrade ‘Asim Qaneuh, the regional secretary general 
of the Socialist Arab Ba'th Party Organization, respond to these questions, We 
will continue with all the leaders of the National Movement in the next issue. 


The Awakening Prograw 


1. The fact that . .e Lebanese National Movement is considering bringing back the 
political reform program stems not only from its conviction that this is a suit- 
able foundation for solving the Lebanese crisis in the light of the experiences 
of the civil war and the struggle that has been growing sharper for more than 5 
years, but because it is also tied to the task of bringing about a comprehensive 
national awakening to counter the fascist Zionist-separatist plan. 


The National Movement never abandoned its interim program. The whole matter boils 
down to the fact that during one stage the National Movement tested the lawful 
authority's desire and ability to contribute to offering a balanced national solu- 
tion to the Lebanese crisis. In its contribution to facilitating opportunities for 
the success of this solution, the National Movement advocated only a temporary and 
a transitory separation between a political solution on the one hand and political 
reform on the other. It did not stipulate that the demands for reform be realized 
at the outset so that a political solution could be achieved. It was instead 
content with the basic components of the national presence, affirming within its 
integrated suggestions and as one of the steps of this political solution that it 
would initiate a dialogue in a suitable democratic climate concerning the future 
of the country's development. The National Movement has affirmed its devotion to 
the political reform program from its point of view in this supposed dialogue. 


Every possibility for a reasonable solution to the crisis in the near future has 
been undermined by the fact that the lawful authority has proven itself incapable 
of setting up a minimum balanced solution to the crisis; by the premeditated 
ambiguity of the suggestions that the National Movement made through Comrade 

Walid Junblat; by the principles of accord that the authority was compelled to 
proclaim and then shamefully deny; and by the authority's disavowal of those 
principles under pressure from the Phalangist party and in the face of the danger- 
ous escalation upon which the Phalangist party had embarked. This conclusion is 
further confirmed by the data about the escalating struggle in the area and the 
direct objective relationship that links the Lebanese crisis with the crisis in the 
Middle East. 


This inability on the part of the authority was accompanied by the Phalangist 
party's total fascist control of more regions and positions. It was also accom- 
panied by noticeable progress in the plans for the national forces and regions. 
All kinds of conflicts, including denominational, were created in the midst of 
those forces in an effort to give impetus to the plans for denominational, sec- 
tarian camps whose only objective ultimately is to justify the Maronite, denomin- 
ational, racist, sectarian entity and to provide it with enough time to strengthen 
the material and moral components of its existence. No sooner would that be 
accomplished, than the Maronite entity would move on to the following stage of its 
conspiracy to impose annexation and control over all the forces and the regions, 











one right after the other, in its capacity as .»e strongest entity among loosely 
connected, weak and incompatible entities and in its capacity as the natural 
extension and ally of the racist, Zionist state. It must be acknowledged that 

the absence of a national plan for a comprehensive confrontation with the Israeli- 
Phalangist control plan did play a role in nurturing these trends and inclinations 
that are dismantling Lebanese society. 


In view of all these developments, the National Movement had to make up its mind 
and to consider the political and organizational aspects of its experience during 
its struggle in the previous period. The National Movement had to upgrade its 
functions to the level to which the conspiracy had risen during that period. 


A direct confrontation with the Phalangist, fascist plan for control has become 
inevitable. This confrontation must assume all forms of struggle, and it must 
take place on the foundation of a mobilization program that can mobilize all the 
energies of the people as well as the broadest forces that are interested in foil- 
ing the fascist plan for control. Thus the political reform plan emerges to 
counter the plan for sectarian and denominational disintegration and the opinions 
about pluralism, decentralization, political centralization and the various other 
designations that express partition and endorse the notion that a Lebanese citizen 
belongs to his sect before he belongs to his homeland. The political reform plan 
emerges to counter all these underlying elements that now and in the past, before 
and after independence, have stood in the way of fusing the Lebanese people into 
the melting pot of a single homeland, as citizens with equal rights and responsi- 
bilities. The developments of the past 5 years have sharpened these underlying 
elements due to the Zionist-separatist conspiracy, which constitutes part of the 
comprehensive reactionary, Zionist, imperialist conspiracy against the Arab region. 
Confronting all these plans and ideas, the political reform program emerges as 

the soundest solution and the true response. This is because it sets out to deal 
with the underlying causes of the Lebanese crisis; it describes the basic flaws 

in the Lebanese political system; and it proposes solutions that would allow Lebanon 
to go from being a country of sectarian and denominational fragmentation to 
Lebanon the homeland. 


In this sense, the experience of the 5-year struggle would confirm the soundness, 
the necessity and the inevitability of this program being, on the one hand, a 
program for mobilizing the forces of confrontation against the separatist plan 
and, on the other hand, a program for national deliverance. This is the Lebanon 
that we want: a nonsectarian, secular, democratic, Arab, unified Lebanon whose 
systems would allow the construction of real representative organizations that 
would become one of the principal frameworks for the economic, social, political 
and ideological struggle pertaining to the future of the system that the Lebanese 
people want for their homeland. 


Establishing the Government of Popular Participation 


2. The program is not content with calling for the abolishment of political 
sectarianism, even though it does focus on this demand since political sectarian- 
ism is the basic central point for political reform in Lebanon and since it is the 
worst of all the defects in the overall political structure of the system and in 
the overall structure of its parliamentary, executive, administrative and other 








institutions as well, Besides this focus, this program gives special attention to 
reform of popular representation and the establishment of a balanced national 
partnership government among the basic positions of authority--either among the 
legislative, executive and judicial authorities or within the basic positions of 
the executive authority itself--that is, the role of the president, the prime 
minister and the council of ministers. In addition, the program also focuses on 
the importance of building a national army on nonsectarian bases. In addition, 
the interim program proposes the question of approving a voluntary, civil personal 
status law that would open the doors for the secularization of society; that is, 
it would enable the people of Lebanon to establish their equal rights and responsi- 
bilities under the law without any infringement on their religious beliefs. 


The program of the Lebanese National Movement does not seek the replacement of a 
certain denominational, sectarian control with another denominational, sectarian 
control, It calls for the abolishment of sectarian control and of all the bases 
and forms of sectarian discrimination, The program has a secular, democratic 
nature that provides guarantees against all forms of tyranny, Christian or 
Muslim, There is no other guarantee like democracy, and the abolishment of sec- 
tarianism and secularization, to assure all the parties, especially those that 
ask for guarantees based on the logical premise of a minority facing a majority. 


It is the minority that will benefit primarily from the abolishment of all forms 
of discrimination and all the sectarian standards of attaining positions in the 
government, the administration and the judiciary. It is inconceivable that a 
certain minority continue to exercise control over the majority and consider the 
privileges it has to be guaranteed. Instead of being guaranteed, it is these 
privileges and that control in particular that have caused the uprising against 
that minority. The only guarantee lies in equality and in the abolishnent of 
sectarianism. 


Democratic Representation for the Vital Forces 


3. If the abolishment of political sectarianism constitutes the basic introduction 
to every democratic reform, there is no doubt that the basic criterion in this 
reform is that of parliamentary representation. All experience in the capitalist 
systems have affirmed that the proportionate system is the best for ensuring the 
essential minimum democratic representation of the vital forces in society. 


This proportionate system in our opinion becomes more u.gent in societies whose 
circumstances are similar to those of the Lebanese society, which bears the 
ingredients of fragmentation, division and disintegration. The fact that a 
Lebanese, regardless of his sect and his region, would go about electing a ticket 
that includes candidates from the various regions in Lebanon on the basis of their 
political affiliation and their program is a step that would give impetus to more 
homogeneity, to a sense of responsibility and to more elements of unity, inasmuch 
as it would give the political parties and the political forces the impetus to 
approve a clear program on whose basis they would declare their candidacy for the 
elections. This would compel them to insure that their programs are directed to 
all the Lebanese people and not to a particular sect or a particular region. It 
is enough to cite the example of Israel, which has put such a law into effect. 








Ierael has done so in a careful manner in an attempt to fuse ite society into one 
melting pot, The leraelis are originally a diverse, incongruous and heterogeneour 
people who came to lerael from all over the world, There is a consensus about 
evaluating the effect thie law has had in providing the minimum homogeneity withi: 
leraeli society~-naturally, we are not referring to the Palestinian Arabs living 
under Zioniet occupation, It ie not true to say that putting thie representation 
into practtce would lead to the formation of a sectarian majority facing a sec: 
tarian minority, Hut when the Lebanese people finally sit at the table of serio, 
negotiations and when these principles of political reform are approved, it wi)! 
possible to devise all the transitional measures that would be guaranteed for a 
certain period to prevent the sharpaesse of the current division from being re- 
flected in the outcome of popular representation. 


Unification Plane and Partition Plane 


4. The adminiatrative decen walization that is being proposed by the political 
reform program stems from the principle of strengthening the central authority-- 
that is, strengthening the unity of the country. Confederation plans and the so- 
called political and security decentralization plane and others are simply plane 

to break up the country; they are disguised and ambiguous forme of partition. Cer- 
tain forme of administrative decentralization can and ought to be sanctioned on 

the principle of strengthening the er stral authority; of making a decision on the 
problem of national affiliation; of seing resolute toward all forme of advocating 
and practicing partition by eliminacing all the racist, sectarian ministates; and 
of approving the political reform that would fuse the Lebanese people in one melting 
pot as citizens with equal rights and responsibilities, belonging to one homeland. 
These forme of administrative decentralization that are proposed in the interim 
program for political reforw go so far as electing regional representative councils 
in the provinces; reconsidering the distribution of provinces; vesting more 
decision-making and executive authorities in the governor, in the provincial 
councils, in the district commissioners, in the councils of district commissioners 
and in the municipal councils; and strengthening all forme of local rule in adminis- 
trative and development affairs as well as those pertaining to solving the problems 
of the masses, achieving their demands, and settling their daily business expedi- 
tiously. The basic questions in the country--foreign policy, defense, security, 
the courts, education and culture, economics and finance, the budget and taxes enc 
other matters as well are to remain not only centralized but even much more cen- 
tralized than in the past. They would thus constitute the structure of a centra! 
authority that would be capable of standing against all movements for and advo- 
cates of partition. This central authority would oppose the Israeli danger that 
threatens to break up the country in an attempt to rebuild it on a foundation of 
sectarian, denominational entities that resemble the Zionist, racist entity as a 
way of justifying and supporting the Zionist state in opposing the aspirations 
that the people of our Arab nation have for completing their liberation and march 
on the road to social progress and unity. 


Accordingly, the administrative decentralization that the reform prog ew fe , 
posing is the direct opposite of the plans for partition in their vasucus f 
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Ibrahim Qulaylat: Abolishing Political Sectartanianm 


"Proportionate representation permite the emergence of 
political, not sectarian forces.” 


"Priority is to be given to those with the aptitude, not 
those with a sectarian affiliation." 


The National Confrontation Program 


1, After the Arab deterrent forces entered Lebanon and assumed control of 
security and military matters, the National Movement counted on the fact that the 
lawful authority, represented by President Sarkis and the government cooperating 
with him, would be able to realize an independent plan leading to che creation of 
some solutions to the Lebanese problem on the basie of meeting the need of the 
Lebanese people for political, security and social stability. However, almost 1 
year after President Sarkis's term began, the lawful authority began to lose the 
capability to extend ite fuli authority over all Lebanese territory because of ite 
inability to grasp the dimensions of the Lebanese national problem and because it 
was refraining from playing the role of arbiter and ruler among the Lebanese as 
well as that of the representative of the vast majority of the Lebanese people who 
saw in that aurhority the manifestation of a plan that would restore to Lebanon ite 
security, ‘te unity and ite ability to embrace the Palestinian cause by preserving 
its national sovereignty. At the same time, the Lebanese Front applied itself 
even more intensely to ite sectarian partition plan so that it fell back behind 

the particion positions it had established during the 2 years of military warfare. 
Then it began to prepare plans from which it would set out to control the remaining 
regions and to subject them fully to its control, sweeping along all the vestiges 
of the lawful authority in the regions it controlled. 


The inevitable result of these two factore--that is, the lawful authority's loss 
of ite ability to impose a single central government and the increased involvement 
of the separatist forces in the partition echemes of their group--was that the 
National Movement found itself in the period between 1977 and 1980 compelled to 
proclaim slogans that would respond to the political priorities of preserving the 
national constituent elements of Lebanon. It proclaimed the slogan of Lebanon's 
unity, ite Arabiem and its democratic development. All thi. was done for the pur- 
pose of organizing a confrontation with a government that was hesitant about and 
incapable of playing its full role and opposing the group schemes that were being 
proposed. 


Although this slogan remains the basic slogan through which the plans for control 
and partition can be opposed, it seemed evident that the separatist Lebanese 

Front had ideas and a specific theory on how the country could be governed according 
to a plan whose substance was fascist partition, a plan that was based on the es- 
tablishment of sectarian regions controlled by the basic center that the Lebanese 
Front would control and to which it would attach the other sectarian parties. 

Hence it became imperative tha the National Movement offer the Lebanese people its 
view and its understanding of the unity and Arab character of Lebanon. On this 
basis, the National Movement initiated a debate demanding that a national 














confrontation plan be approved. The interim program for political reform would be 
the basic foundation of that plan. That was the program that the National Movemen' 
approved at ite conference in the Beau Rivage in August 1975, 


This program actually conetitutes an introduction to finding a solution to the posat= 
war stage since it places Lebanon on the road to development and since it con- 
atitutes in ite nonsectarian thought and in ite developed and democratic politics, 
economic and social characteristics 4 national interim antithesis to the sectaria) 
separatiet plan after amendments are added to a few of ite reform articles eo tha: 
these articles can be eradicated and the program can become a revolutionary progre: 
that approves radical change and not superficial reform, especially after the plane 
of the separatiet sectarian group for imposing mastery, control and privileges 

on all the organizations and capabilities of the atate and the homeland were fully 
reveled, 


Putting an End to Sectarianienm 


2. The political reform program stipulates that political sectarianiem be 
abolished as a etep toward comprehensive secularization. If thie abolishment is 
applied, it would in effect lead to the gradual elimination of sectarianiem. This 
is because Lebanese society ise complaining about the fact that sectarianiem is 
utilized as a foundation and a standard for political activity in Lebanon. This 
ie the flaw that brought the Lebanese situation to a standstill and prevented the 
political system from developing and grasping the economic and social changes that 
occurred in the last three decades. Thus the system was always threatened by 
constricting, explosive crises. If we can abolish political sectarianiem from 

the texte, and if the utilization of developed, national, scientific standards as 
a basis for political action becomes possible, the horizons will then be opened 
wide for the general development of the country so that at a subsequent time we can 
reach the stage of abolishing sectarianiem from people's hearts as it was abolished 
from the texts. 


But it is not at all true to say that the abolishment of sectarianiem would lead to 
Islamic tyranny. Thie is because utilizing competence and aptitude as two of the 
standards for representation and selection will provide equal opportunities for al! 
citizens without religious or sectarian discrimination. The competent and the 
capable would be the ones who would prevail, whether all or most of them belonged 
to this or that sect. Hence, we believe that abolishing political sectarianien 
would be the real introduction to general development in the country, for it is no 
longer conceivable or permissible for the political regime to remain so fettered. 
If these fetters do not cause an explosion in the regime, they will most certainly 
cause it to become petrified and prevent it from staying in step with the modern 
ideas of the age. 


Proportional Representation and Political Affiliation 


3. Aw far as the principle is concerned, there is no link between the slogan o! 
abolishing political sectarianism and the demand for approving one electoral 
district and proportionate representation. There are societies where sectarianien 
is nonexistent that utilize proportionate representation or utilized it in previous 
stages of their history, such as France, for examp'e. 
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fyateme with a single electoral district and proportionate representation or 
majority representation are electoral systems and formulas that are tied directly 
to the prevailing views in society and to the interer “s of the political forces 
that influence the political system that is in existence. The elections law in 
Lebanon, which ie based on a ma__rity system, has proven ite failure and, con- 
sequently, ite inability to provide proper popular representation, It did in fact 
prevent the establishment of parliameniary majorities and bloce that are cohesive 
and unanimous about an integrated political program. The elections law in Lebanon 
did not respect the true wishes of the people, which were forcibly excluded as a 
result of the makeup of the re; ime. Thie led to an imbalance among the authorities 
because of parliament's inability to play ite role and to pursue ite basic par- 
ticipation in accordance with the formulation of the political system, On the 
other hand, thie majority system did not lead to the crystallization of a genuine 
popular representation that would reflect the opinions, the ambitions and the 
true objectives and ideas of the Lebanese masses. We can thus say that Lebanon 
has not experienced genuine representation in parliament since 1943. 


But if a single electoral district and proportionate representation is approved, 
the whole country would become one electoral district in which candidates would 

be called from all over the country to join tickets that compete with each other 
not on the basis of sectarian affiliation or regional affiliation (the electoral 
district or the province), but rather on the basis of political affiliation, con- 
sidering that a ticket is usually made up on the basis of a partisan or non- 
partisan integrated political program. Competition would thus be confined to this 
or that program. 


Hence, proportionate representation does in essence constitute the prevalence of 

4 political program and not that of a particular sect or human bloc. Among the 
benefits of proportionate representation and a single electoral district in this 
regard is the fact that they would achieve just representation for the people and 
would represent the majority according to the ratio of votes; the minority would 
also be represented according to the ratio of votes it gets. Thus, all political 
groups and, accordingly, all political ideas would be represented without discrim- 
ination among sects. 


Administrative Systems and Partition Plans 


4. We find that it is best to separate federation and confederation from adminis- 
trative decentralization. A federation and a confederation are two different 
forms of the political systems that exist in the world. Administrative decentral- 
ization, however, is a mode of administrative organization in a unified society. 
Usually the purpose of approving administrative decentralization is to stimulate 
the administration by reducing the jurisdictions of the central authority in the 
administrative field in favor of the popular councils and agencies in the regions. 
These councils and agencies are usually more knowledgeable about their affairs 

and their operations. What is more important is the fact that administrative 
decentr lization provides broader opportunities for the regions, especially the 
deprived regions, to implement their development plans quickly, plans which the 
central authority may have sanctioned and approved. What is important in adminis- 
trative decentralization is that it is confined to administrative affairs and does 

















not deal with other matters, Therefore, federation, confederation or other parti- 
tion schemes have no relationship whatsoever to administrative decentralization, 
whose approval can bring about the development and the realization of balanced 
growth in all the regione of the country without discrimination between one region 
and another or one province and another, Because of Lebanon's geographical con- 
siderations, the formula and system of federation that is in use in the United 
States of America and the confederation syetem that is in use in the USSR are dis~ 
qualified in all sound sctentific thinking. 


tn'am Ra'd: The Horisone of the Interim Program, the Pull Secularization of 
Society 


"The program ignores the pan-Arab dimension of the struggle." 


"No consideration of decentralization before Lebanon regains 
ite unity." 


Crystallizing the Secular, National Course 


1. The introduction to the program that was tesued in August 1975 reviews all the 
aspects of the Lebanese crisis, In the national field, opposition was announced 
to “the separatiat course that is based on the attempt to separate Lebanon from 
the Arab region and on the total withdrawal from the field of the universal Arab 
atruggle with the Zionist enemy" (page 7). There was also a review of the crisis 
‘a the economic field, (page 8) namely, in the direction of "Lebanon's economic 
development, which is governed by a system unlike any of the capitalist systems 

in the contemporary world,” or in the area of “the cause constituted here too by 
the separatist course for the growing crisis in the conditions of the Lebanese 
economy. This is because by weakening national ties, the separatist course prevents 
the integration of the Lebanese economy with its Arab surroundings." The introduc- 
tion to the program also reviewed the crisis in the social field, focusing on the 
privileges and on “the increasing destruction of the middle classes which are now 
enduring alongside the workers, the farmers and all the toiling masses in the cities 
and in the villages, the results of the economic crises and the increasing fre- 
quency of exploitation and social discrimination" (page 9). In announcing that it 
was beginning “te first round of ite interim program: achieving democratic 
reform in the Levanese system,” the reform program committed itself to “completing 
ite treatment of the other two central points of the program during the coming 
period. These pertain to the national defense policy on the one haad and to the 
economic-social-cultural question, on the other." 


Tn 1976 we submitted a draft memorandum in which we proposed that the two afore- 
mentioned central points be completed. A committee was in fact formed to look into 
the socioeconomic central point at the time. 


if the introduction to the political reform program abided by the pan-Arab question, 
focusing on “the separatist course" that seeks to separate Lebanon from its Arab 
surroundings and to turn it against the Palestinian presence, this pan-Arab ques- 
tion has become the center of the struggle throughout the 6 years. In fact, let 
us put it more clearly: The struggle for the pan-Arab question is being determined 
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to a large extent by the outcome of this struggle on the Lebanese scene, Thies is 
especially the case after the developments and the new factors on the scene: the 
ereation of the Camp David alliance; the Ieraeli invasion of south Lebanon; the 
early signe of the establishment of a Zioniet entity in some parte of al-Jabal and 
the capital and the extension of that entity; and the increased national cohesion 
of the pan-Arab Syrian-Palestinian-Lebanese forces in the joint struggle. All 
these factors have placed the Lebanese scene in the forefront of the pan-Arab 
question. We make no distinction among the attempt to find an extension to Camp 
David in Jordan; the fact that the head of the Palestinian resistance is wanted in 
Lebanon; and the attempt to contain and subjugate Syria as a condition for achiev- 
ing the capitulatory settlement, 


Along with affirming the Lebanese national nature of the struggle and ite importance 
in opposing the separatist scheme, and along with giving that struggle ite basic 
form and ecope, the Lebanese scene is, nevertheless, a basic pan-Arab scene because 
of its organic geographic, national and historic ties to the region and because of 
the presence of the pan-Arab forces in it. In Lebanon, which has been penetrated 
by Israel, the distinction is no longer being made between a Lebanon regaining ite 
unity and regaining ite Arab character. 





Hence, in discussing the Lebanese National Movement's political document we advo- 
cated the crystallization of the national and the socioeconomic central points, 
especially after the crises in the latter area got worse as a result of the war 
and of the separatists’ control of official economic facilities. The National 
Movement would thus emerge with a document for a new Lebanon either in its position 
on the pan-Arab question or with aspirations for comprehensive political and socio- 
economic reform. 


If the struggle in Lebanon were simply a Lebanese national struggle against the 
separatists, its depth would necessarily be pan—Arab and its strategic out Look 
would necessarily be pan-Arab. This is because it is a struggle that is led by 
the Lebanese National Movement and by the popular masses the movement represents. 
However, the struggle is in reality and in substance a struggle to defend the pan- 
Arab cause against the military and political penetration of Lebanon by Israel. 

In this respect it is necessarily a pan-Arab social struggle. 





We say this because the confrontation with the Israeli enemy is taking place on 
two fields. The first is that of the military confrontation, which cannot be a 
Lebanese struggle, isolated from the close unity of the single destiny that extends 
from Lebanon to its pan-Arab surroundings and the fundamental vital forces in 
those surroundings and which includes the Palestinian resistance and Syria. 


When President Sarkis calls for a joint Arab strategy against the Israeli enemy 
in the south and begins by contradicting the Palestinian resistance, he is 
demolishing a basic pillar of this pan-Arab strategy whose foundation is the close 
unity of the Syrian-Palestinian-Lebanese forces. 


The other breach is that of the plan of the sectarian camps, which constitutes the 
basis and the foundation of the extended Phalangist camp whose danger is military 
and political. That is, the danger of the Phalangist camp lies in its military 








expansion into and ite political penetration of our regions, Political penetra~ 
tion means the establishment of sectarian suhetitutes for these camps in the 
nationalist areas, It meane that the national scene will be turned into 4 scene 
of sectarian conflicts, It means that the Phalangist camp will become the center 
of the sectarian federal system in whose orbit a group of weak, sectarian entities 
would revolve. These entities would be the justification for and the attachments 
to the Zioniateatyled entity, 


Hence comes the urgent need for furthering the progressive, secular, pan-Arab 
content of the Lebanese National Movement on the basis of ite ini orim program and 
on the baeie of the direction of ite course of struggle. 


The pan-Arab cause ie shielded by the secular, social, progressive, national con- 
tent and is fragmented by the sectarian contents that have become an inseparable 
part not of the aspects of backwardness but rather of the Zionist plan to break up 
the region into emall fragmente. 


The charter of the Arab People's Congress stipulated this course. Will the 
Lebanese National Movement, whose delegation to the Arab People's Congress contri- 
buted to the crystallization of this progressive course in the charter of the Arab 
People's Congress, lag behind in ite contribution to push all the forces of Arab 
progress toward strengthening the roots of the secular, progressive course in op- 
position to sectarianiem as a part of the Zionists’ plan? 


The National Movement, as we have aleays asserted, is for all Lebanon. Even if 
the balance of power is not in its favor at present, the National Movement must 
continue to provide the solution and the promise for all the Lebanese people, 
especially the Christians, who are oppressed in the regions of separatist control. 


The Secularization of Society 


2. The outlook of the program is “total secularization,” as it says, “so that the 
total secularization of the political system can be achieved and every trace of the 
sectarian formula can be removed from the various fields of Lebanese life” (page 
17). The document also stated that “the progressive parties thus consider the 
abolishment of sectarianism to be among the constitutional, legislative and organ- 
izational stipulations that fall in the area of social and political reality as 
one of the urgent principal goals for their struggle." But some in the National 
Movement have always cautioned about going forward with secularization as is re- 
quired by the programs of our progressive parties lest this or that sectarian move- 
ment be lost. I believe that the sectarian movement will not go along with the 
National Movement no matter how much it appears to go along with it because the 
sectarian movement has its actions, its organizations and its figures who are more 
capable of polarizing it. A major danger to a progressive movement that includes 
progressive parties is to put its identity in question. 


At any rate, the program stipulated that “the minimum required for overcoming 
political sectarianism is represented now in abolishing political sectarianiem 
in t! ' of popular representation, in the administration, in the judiciary 
and i. army" (page 17). The program did not stipulate the abolishment of 
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sectarianiem from the leadership positions, It may be that thie ia the explanation 
for ite interim nature, which does not make it an Islamic program that merely wante 
to get rid of the Maronite presidency even though it does seek “the total seculari~ 
pation of the political system." This is a progressive demand on which we are all 
in agreement, To ensure that secularization does reach the position of the presi- 
dency without stipulating this, the program stipulated that sectarianiem be 
abolished from popular representation on the one hand, chat "a basic Lebanese 
activities council” be established and that the task of electing the president of 
the republic be delegated to these two councils, In other words, the program 
established a basic, reasonable secular program for electing the president without 
atipulating that it had secularized that position, The idea for an activities 
eouneil belongs to the late Kamal Junblat, who had advanced it so that a reasonable 
gradual secularization could be achieved without sectarian reactions, 


What ie more important in our opinion is tying the secularization of the political 
syatem to the secularization of personal affairs, even on a voluntary basis. This 
ie precisely what the program stipulated on page 24, Article 8 under the section 
"In the Field of the Judicial Authority." The program states that “a voluntary 
civil law for personal affairs be drafted." This is the minimum demand in secular- 
ization. We recall that the Christian clergy opposed such a law in 1951. Some 
Muslim sectarians also oppose it out of ignorance of the rules of jurisprudence, 
which stipulate that there shall be no compulsion in religion. The basis of 
Islamic law is civil law which is based on freedom of religion. 


I do not know how a civil marriage of two Lebanese citizens can be accepted if the 
marriage takes place in Turkey, but it is not accepted in Lebanon! 


The essence of all this is that we support the abolishment of sectarianism from all 
legislation, and we support the role of competence and patriotism. We do not 

place a value on the considerations of a sectarian majority and a sectarian minority 
because our basic view of matters is secular. We view relations from the perspec- 
tive of citizenship, not from that of the sect or the tribe, and we are extremely 
careful about respecting all beliefs and religious rites and the freedom of ex- 
pression. 


The reform principles of our party stipulated this more than half a century ago. 

With the stipulation that religion be separated from the state and that barriers 

between the members of the same society be removed, there was another stipulation 
that all spiritual beliefs be respected. 


The Forces of Progress and Change 


3. We agree with “the sanctioning of one electoral district and nonsectarian, 
partisan proportionate representation" as mentioned in the interim program. This 
was what the parties had agreed to since the development debate in 1974 and before. 
Our party had presented this plan in 1961 before carrying out the attempted coup. 
We believe that this is a basic introduction for correcting the political system 
by universalizing popular representation. 


When we talk about sanctioning “nonsectarian, partisan, proportionate representa- 
tion,” there is no room for forming a sectarian majority opposte a sectarian 
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minority because amending the texte ia supposed to provide an opportunity for 
progress by having the forces of progress lead the change. 


Yes to Reform; No to Partition 


4. We advocate that the unity of Lebanon be regained first and that the achieve~ 
ment of administrative decentralization in the interest of improving the regions 
be brought after the unity of Lebanon is restored and after the state establishes 
ite unilateral authority over all of Lebanon. Therefore, we oppose any move *o 
decentralize before the unity of Lebanon is regained, before all the forme « par- 
tition are eliminated and after all calle for sectarian confederation and fe era~ 
tion represented by the Zionist-setyled front are defeated. 


Administrative decentralization is essential as a subsequent reform demand. When 
the interim program stipulated it, the unity of Lebanon was not being threatened 
by partition and camps as it has been in the past 5 years and especially in the 
past few months. Therefore, this demand is to be delayed until the unity of 
Lebanon is restored, 


‘Asim Qansuwah: “Presenting the program remains contingent 
on opposing the national problem." 


“We understand administrative decentralization to be a 
contribution toward the growth and development of the 
deprived regions." 


“Abolishing political sectarianism would give Lebanon the 
ability to move to a democratic, secular society." 


The National Problem First 


1. It is certain that the political reform program was proposed by the National 
Movement in Lebanon under circumstances that were complicated and made difficult by 
the history of the war in Lebanon. 


This program came as a response to the total social situation that was prevalent 
in Lebanon in the period before the war. It was also a response to the political 
plans that were being proposed early in the war. That was when this program came 
to light. 


We think, from our point of view, that resubmitting this political reform program-- 
with the response it represents to the problems and the plans for political sec- 
tarianism, federation, confederation, political decentralization, administrative 
backwardness and political and social chaos--remains contingent on our ability to 
see a solution to the national problem in Lebanon. This problem, under these cir- 
cumstances in particular, remains a key or an introduction to any political, social 
and administrative reform at a time when the separatist forces that are the clien’ « 
of Zionism are trying to threaten the national problem with partition plans and to 
eliminate the national foundations of the Palestinian resistance and separate 
Lebanon from its Arab material reality, which is being subjected to the most horrid 
conspiracies. 
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Hence, we say that proposing the program must take these basic questions into 
consideration, since the extent of this program's credibility must be weighed on 
the basia of these problems to which we have referred, It is not enough for the 
program to be only a reaponse to federation plans and to similar plane without 
taking into consideration the background of these plans that seek to partition 
and to tie Lebanon to imperialist subordination and Zioniam, 


The statement that restoring the political reform program would constitute a 
solution after the war depends on the importance of understanding the future view 
of the material reality of Lebanon, and on the objective awareness of the condi- 
tions and probleme that confront all the Lebanese people. It would be wrong to 
say that there is a Lebanese problem; the truth is that there is a problem, or 
several problems, in Lebanon. The basic function of the political reform program 
is to solve all these problems together and to respond to them according to the 
order of their priorities and to what is required by the national and pan-Arab 
interests in any solution to the problems. 


2. What do we mean when we talk about abolishing political sectarianism? 





What this means is abolishing the sectarianism of the job and abolishing the 
sectarian privileges that are given to this or that sect. We have to begin 
raising new generations on principler of secularism in order to come to abolish- 
ing the historical roots of sectarianism in the upper and lower echelons of the 
political system in Lebanon. 


When job sectarianism is abolished and the doors are opened to those who are 
scientifically, intellectually and politically competent to play their part in 
building the homeland, that will constitute one of the steps toward ending the 
sectarian roots that have been strengthened throughout the long stages of history. 
When we make that statement, we do not at all mean that the emergence of the role 
of competent and qualified people will by itself constitute the solution. The 
solution must be linked to other measures. Abolishing job sectarianism must go 
hand in hand with the national problem and with the pan-Arab problem on which the 
future Lebanon must be built. 


We think that the pan-Arab problem as a whole harbors principles and foundations 
that constitute an effective framework for crystallizing any solution that takes 
into consideration the abolishment of political sectarianism in Lebanon. 


Political sectarianism will not be abolished simply by eliminating it from the 
texts and the laws. That must be accompanied by a process of edification and 
education and by social and patriotic guidance that may take a long time and tire- 
less effort focused on building and crystallizing the national character with a 
pan-Arab dimension. And here emerges the importance of reforming the educational 
system to make it in keeping with the process of political and administrative 
change in the face of movements that advocate pluralism and cultural discrimination. 


The statement that abolishing political sectarianism would lead to Islamic tyranny 
is a statement that has already been rejected. This is because the entire problem 
revolves around a central question previously agreed to by all those involved in 








the discussion. That involves crossing over from a so-called sectarian society 
to a democratic, secular society in which all sectarian and traditional dif- 
ferences and all movements for statehood hiding notions of pluralism and political 
decen alization disappear. If we are in agreement about practicing true 
democracy, what is the meaning of not accepting its practical results, unless 
democracy is to again mean “the democracy" of sects and equal quotas in shatter- 
ing privileges and breaking the ties of the homeland? Would it be right to 
sterilize and protect Muslims from the danger of births so that democracy can be 
custom made for the sect and for its old privileges? There is an obvious con- 
tradiction here, 


3. The political reform program determined that all of Lebanon is to be one 
electoral district so that people will become candidates for the elections on a 
demographic basis and not on a geographical basis. The members of the Chamber 

of Deputies are to be determined in a manner suitable to population density. And 
here representation would play its real and positive role in abolishing political 
sectarianism. Proportionate representation is meant to break all the sectarian 
standards in all the regions by considering no sectarian conditions in a person's 
candidacy in the elections such as that of being a Maronite, Shi'ite, Sunni or 
orthodox arbiter. The only consideration will be whether that person leans to the 
right, to the left or to the center, The voter would select his representatives 
on that basis and not on a sectarian basis. This is the value and the importance 
of proportionate representation. 


The question about how popular representation can be corrected depends on the 
extent of the class and social awareness in the ranks of the masses as well as the 
ability of the parties and the media concentrating on the proper national and 
social trends to provide such awareness. 


And here the picture becomes clear. The advent of the toiling classes of workers, 
farmers and professional craftsmen, in addition to the revolutionary intellectuals, 
will depend on the awareness all these groups have of their national and social 
interests and on the extent to which they can organize themselves in trade union 
and professional organizations in which class as well as social and political 
awareness are strengthened. 


This means that every party or every candidate in the elections will have an action 
program that voters will either accept or reject on the basis of how far that 
program expresses their interests and their hopes. 


4. The subject of administrative decentralization has always been a national 
demand. It has been proposed repeatedly in the past by all national circles over 
a long period of time. This demand anticipated the results and the products of 
this war and it foretold what conditions in Lebanon would turn to. Subsequently, 
the different positions strengthened the positive aspects of this demand and placed 
it on a scale of priorities because it had become a common denominator of various 
proposals. 


Looking into this demand, in our opinion, must proceed from two angles. 
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Firat, this proposal must be in a position to oppose all the separatist proposals 
and the different names under which they are proposed such as political federation, 
confederation and a centralized union, All these are designations for one thing: 
partition and political decentralization. From our point of view, the meaning of 
the so-called political decentralization and the meaning of the so-called adminis- 
trative decentralization must be defined so that citizens are not to be confused 
about their meaning. If political decentralization means a conciliatory formula 
whose objective is to set up a multiheaded government and, consequently, one with 
numerous political resolutions, that meaning is patently incompatible with the 
principle of single sovereignty and single inetitutions, It subjects the principle 
of political unity to the danger of partition, and this is what the advocates of 
this notion are calling for; they are basically tied to the Zionist and imperialist 
plans in the region. 


Second, the demand for administrative decentralization is not to be broadened into 
an operation of internal expansion so as to infringe on the principle of political 
decentralization. The advocates of partition are allowed to break through the 
limits that are allowed in the necessary process of development in this regard. 
Any strengthening of the administrations in the various regions must not be under- 
stood as a spontaneous acknowledgement of the existence of discrimination between 
the regions or a reinforcement of one region at the expense of another. And here 
we go into the details that are subject to discussion and to amendment. The 
principle of administrative decentralization, as we understand it, must be 
accompanied by a just and equal development policy that takes into consideration 
the needs of each region in the light of its given circumstances. 





It would be impermissible, for example, that there be a policy of discrimination 
and prejudice, as is the case now with the south, which has a majority of the 
population and makes a considerable contribution to the development of the national 
revenue and yet has a modest share of that revenue. This has been the official 
policy since old times. What is required here is that administrative decentrali- 
zation contribute to the expansion of the framework of public services and produc- 
tion projects, not that it be merely a superficial formula to blow dust in people's 
eyes. 





Administrative decentralization is not merely the expansion of authorities or the 
establishment of a university branch here or there. As important as these things 
are, they do not quite meet the purpose of administrative decentralization. What 
is required is a radical change in the state's policy, in its general direction 
and in its relationship with the regions, and in this sense only. That is, within 
these clear and understood limits of the meaning of the problem, our understanding 
of the slogan of administrative decentralization is that it is an expansion of 

the state's projects and services that would contribute to the growth and develop- 
ment of the deprived regions and break the so-called strip of misery that the state 
has been trying to broaden since independence. 


8592 
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LEBANON 


BA'THIST CRITICIZES I[MPERIALIST POLICY, PROMOTES RELATIONS WITH PALESTINIANS 
Kuwait AL-RA'Y AL~'AMM in Arabic 13 Feb 81 p 19 


[Interview with Member of the National Command of the Iraqi-Aligned Arab Socialist 
Ba'th Party Rafiq Abi Yunis] 


[Text] Member of the National Command of the Iraqi-aligned Arab Socialist Ba'th 
Party Rafiq Abi Yunis has emphasized the opposition of his party and the entire 
Lebanese national movement to the present composition of the Lebanese Army, saying, 
"We don't want the army to be a reserve for the Lebanese Front." 


In his interview with AL-RA'Y AL—"AMM, he added, “We must redefine the framework 
of the general national battle and transcend private battles, because our relations 
with the Palestinian revolution are sponteneous and shall never be subject to 
temporal or circumstantial considerations." Here is the text of the interview. 


[Question] Let us start with the Lebanese National Movement. On more than one 
occasion, voices have spoken up from its ranks demanding that a serious attitude 
be taken towards the National Movement and that a comprehensive confrontation 
program be issued. 


[Answer] As everyone knows, a great effort has been made by all patriotic parties 
to raise inter-front relations to a higher and better organizational and political 
level. When voices were raised demanding the development of the organizational and 
political circumstances, this was because of feelings of patriotic responsibility, 
which deemed it necessary to increase the National Movement's effectiveness in 
keeping with the scope of its position in the confrontation with che plot to which 
the country was and still is exposed, so that it could become more responsive to 
the given factors in each stage of its struggle. 


We in the National Movement, like every joint activity, have common meeting 
grounds, which have governed and still govern our relations and which in combina- 
tion have constituted working programs for each stage through which we have passed. 
By virtue of the changes that have occurred, as well as possible changes on the 
Lebanese scene and throughout the region, from time to time it is essential to 
revamp the Nationa! Movement’s political line to bring it into harmony and make 

it capable of confrontation in the mext stage. Since it is up to us to determine 
the majcr problems from which the National Movement has suffered and is still 
suffering, in spite of all the significant positive aspects that have accompanied 


49 








and still accompany its progress, we, in pointing up the dilemma, stress the 
ongoing attempts to embrace an independent national political resolution, The 
National Movement's effectiveness has been paralyzed by some security breaches 
in areas that were fertile soil for political and mass action, which necessitated 
the movement's retreat and withdrawal, Although we consider this the main, 
paramount reason for the crisis in joint national action, and the main reason for 
the delay in drawing up a national confrontation program for the current phase, we 
are convinced that the underlying reason for the conflict in political and 
organizational interpretations of many issues, and the emergence of axes within 
the National Movement, is primarily the influence of pressure factors and forces, 
and not differences in assessment. In this respect, because of our desire for 
any alliance that would serve the cause of national patriotic struggle in 
Lebanon, we are calling for a transition: from the stage of defining national 
options in light of other people's stands to the stage of defining and supporting 
national options by developing the other people's stands to its own benefit. 


The Framework of the National Battle 


[Question] It is clear from your answer that there are differing interpretations 
and viewpoints on some sensitive issues, including the matter of bringing the 
army into National Movement areas. How can these interpretations and disputes be 
resolved? 


[Answer] First of all, we must define the framework of the general national 
battle. We have ended up at a stage or a circumstance in which every party has its 
own private battle, which unfortunately does not confront the enemies of Lebanon, 
its Arabism and the Palestinian revolution. In fact, many times in Lebanon, when 
it would be quite natural for there to be distinct, varying viewpoints on several 
issues, these views are governed by the logic of alliance within the general 
struggle. 


Obviously, these differences become very serious in joint action. In this respect, 
in order that joint action not be nullified, we appeal for a spirit of responsi- 
bility in dealing with the issues about which we have noticed differences. These 
disparities grow or shrink in light of our appeals for a responsible dialogue to 
deal with these issues and whether or not this dialogue is governed in advance by 
a desire for joint action. 


Not a Reserve Army for the Lebanese Front 


As for the army, I don't believe that any party wants the Lebanese military organ- 
ization, in its main capacity as expression of Lebanese legitimacy, to become a 
mere reserve for the Lebanese Front. All parties to the struggle agree that this 
organization, because of its makeup, reflects the mediated solution plan that we 
desire for the legitimate authorities--by this I mean the plan for mediating a 
solution between the parties to the conflict. 


The dispute that arose over this matter within the national ranks was over the 


method for handling this fundamental issue. I believe that there is a basic dif- 
ference between the continual appeal for building up a balanced national army and 
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the appeal that many times makes it seem that we don't want Lebanon to have an army, 
We a8 4 party stress our phased theory, which calle for building up the military 
organization on bases that would make it capable of performing the patriotic task 

of reuniting Lebanon firat of all, and then would make the army acceptable to all 
Lebanese and no longer inimical to the national cause and the Palestinian revolu- 
tion, But we don't go along with those stands that lead to a limited deduction=~ 
basically anti~-army--because we believe that such stands are alien to the sentiment!» 
of all Lebanese of whatever sect, 


The Security Vacuum on the al-Timas Lines 


As for using the army for security functions, we believe that this must be accom- 
panied by political controls that would cover and protect this usage, because in 
Lebanon security is primarily a political issue. We are against the security 
vacuum that has occurred, particularly in the al-Timas areas, which can lead only 
to an explosion. If we formerly supported the use of the army when it was pro- 
posed that the deterrent forces be withdrawn from Beirut, that was because we were 
convinced that our observations of the army and our demands that it be developed 
and built up on the bases that we referred to should not be allowed to prevent ite 
use in such a case, because it was a matter of choosing between the lesser of two 
evils. 


Organic Relations With the Palestinian Revolution 


[Question] How do you evaluate the relationship with the Palestinian revolution, 
and how can this relationship be strengthened? 


[Anewer] If you mean the party, our relationship with the Palestinian revolution 
will never at any time be subject to any temporal or circumstantial considerations. 
Rather, it is governed by the organic relations connecting our existence with the 
struggle to liberate Palestine. 


This is on the strategic level. The political level is a reflection of this strate- 
gic perspective. On all levels, there are between us and the PLO command the 
broadest relations and mutual understanding of the current phase on the Arab and 
Lebanese levels. The National Movement's relations with the Palestinian revolution 
are close, struggling relations embodied in the trenches of the common struggle 
against the Zionist enemy and its domestic agents. As we see it, this relationship 
is getting better with the integration of both parties’ struggling roles and the 
assignment of a specific arena for the activity of each. 


The Lebanese National Movement, from the standpoint of an ally, is the first to 
have been able to observe some field changes with respect to the Palestinian revo- 
lution. In the context of joint leadership, and from the standpoint of mutual 
alliance, we and the Palestinian revolution are dealing persistently with all 
shortcomings and flaws. 


A Hot Wind Over South Lebanon 


[Question] Are you anticipating any hot winds over south Lebanon or the explosion 
of conditions along the domestic fronts in the near future? 
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|Anawer] The hot winds from the south are permanent ones and will remain as long 
ae the Zioniet enemy occupies parte of the south and as long as Lebanon a8 4 state 
confronts the uaurper of Palestinian territory across its sowthern part, Although 
the domeatic fronts are not in a atate of total explosion, nevertheless the danger 
that etill threatens the Lebanese homeland is that the degree of partition will be 
deepened, because that would be a fulfillment of the Zionist plot to fragment the 
entire region. In our estimation, domestic tension serves thie plan, in the 
Lebanese context, and reinforces ite regional interactions, 


We don't believe that the near future will bring a major explosion, inasmuch as 
the region ia passing through a eatate of anticipation, in spite of many people's 
daily attempts to improve their territorial positions within specific boundaries, 


[Question] With respect to the Arab-Zionist struggle and the activity throughout 
the region, what do you expect in the coming phase, once the new American adminie- 
tration assumes its duties’ 


[Answer] The imperialist-Zionist offensive against the Arab nation will not cease 
for one moment; indeed, it has been taking on various forms ever since world 
imperialism first welcomed the Zionist enemy in an embrace that would never have 
happened but for the common interests between the two parties. In the coming phase, 
it will be essential to estimate and discuss which method and entry point Zionist 
imperialism will use to continue ite battle against the Arab nation, without dis- 
regarding the fixed points in imperialist policy toward the region. I believe that 
it is premature to cutt off any determinations that might lead to a detailed under- 
standing of imperialist tactics in the region. 
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LEBANON 


LEBANESE ARAB ARMY COMMANDER DISCUSSES ARMY'S GROWTH, ROLE IN SOUTH 
Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 17 Feb 61 p 13 
[AL-QUDS Interview with Commander of the Lebanese Arab Army Ahmad al-Khatib| 


[Text] The command headquarters of the Lebanese Arab Army ia like a beehive-- 
soldiers, NCOs, and officers of various ranks coming and going. In a side room 
there is a big table behind which site Commander of the Lebanese Arab Army Ahmad 
al-Khatib. There are some assorted chairs. Documents are given to al-Khatib, who 
signe or discusses them. 


A one-star lieutenant sits calmly, contentedly contemplating Commander Ahmad al- 
Khatib. A three-star lieutenant, worry beads in his hand, is quietly conversing 
with a civilian to his right. In the corridor leading to the command room, every~- 
one seems to be occupied, and the observer can note the pleasant relations and 
read some of the political slogans scrawled on the walls. 


Between Yesterday and Today 


Without doubt, a vast distance separates the first beginnings of the Lebanese Arab 
Army 4 years ago and its situation today. Likewise, there is no doubt that the 
discipline of the Lebanese Army, which underwent its first political revolt led by 
Ahmad al-Khatib, has changed greatly. In the Lebanese Arab Army, clear-cut rela- 
tions among the various ranks have fallen by the wayside, to be replaced by the 
relaxed sort of relations one might see in ideological party organizations. The 
official authorities in Lebanon do not recognize this army--more than that, they 
variously describe al-Khatib as “the fugitive officer Ahmad al-Klutib." With the 
fervor of the true believer, al-Khatib defends the political convictions that led 
him to revolt and establish the Lebanese Arab Army, which is playing a military 
role in the south today. 


When I went to al-Khatib, there was one central question in my mind: What is left 

of the Lebanese Arab Army, which nationalists so warmly applauded when it broke off 
from the official army? Some subsidiary questions followed from this question. In 
the interview we conducted with the Lebanese Arab Army commander, there was plenty 

of material from which to derive the answer to our question. 
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The Taske Are Different 


[Question] Whoever enters the command center of the Lebanese Arab Army feele as 
if he were ot a party organisation office or the office of ene of the many militias 
epread throughout Lebanon, Military order seems to be lacking. 


[Anewer] Al-Khatib wae silent for a while, then straightened up in his chair and 
said, “Today we are having many meetings with military personnel from all sectors, 
for it ie Saturday.” 


[Question] Don't you operate according to military rank? 


[Anewer] No, but the soldiers’ demande move up rank by rank with approval and 
ultimately reach the command, where we take whatever steps are necessary. 


[Queetion] Does the military etructure of the Lebanese Arab Army differ from that 
of the Lebanese Army? 


{[Anewer) In principle, the structure is the same, but it differs when it comes to 
the formation, number and equipment of the groups. For example, the sole danger 
in the former Lebanese Army was its numerical strength--nine troops. We have 
changed this. The structure of the Lebanese Army differs from that of the 
Lebanese Arab Army in ite different tasks, the Lebanese Army not being authorized 
to perform the tasks assigned to the Lebanese Arab Army. Our taske are different, 
for we carry out operations deep within occupied territery as well as commando 
operations. All of this requires the proper formations from the standpoint of 
equipment and numerical strength. 


Read Our Newspaper 


[Question] I have not actually heard or read of any raids launched by the Lebanese 
Arab Army. Are your operations few and far between? 


[Answer] They are, but perhaps you have not read our newspaper. The other papers 
wrote up only the Shaqif-Arnun battles, in which we lost many martyrs. We have 
had battles and martyrs in all Israeli military operations. 


A Common Line 


[Question] How are the Lebanese Arab Army's relations with the other joint national 
forces? And ‘ow widespread are you in the south? 


[Answer] The Lebanese Arab Army is present at most military border locations 
formerly subordinate to the Lebanese Army-—-Arnun, ‘Adalun and Jabbush, for example. 
All of these are Lebanese Arab Army positions. Naturally, we join forces with the 
other national forces. The Lebanese Arab Army has been able to fill the gaps that 
existed in nationalist military positions; in addition, our artillery has effective- 
ly participated in pounding enemy positions. 
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[Question] Do you and the joint national forces have a common military line’ 


|Anewer] There ie a military line, and each party participates in it according 
to ite sise and abilities, We are in the south, from Harmun in the east to al- 
Qasimiyah in the weet, Our experience in the military field hae supported the 
nationaliet parties, and vice versa, 


Severe Punitehment and Diemiesal 
(Question) What about thie new etage in the rise of the Lebanese Arab Army? 


[Anewer] We must talk about that period which preceded the authorities’ 1976 
comeback, since after the collapse of the estate organizations, and especially the 
army, because of the sectarian tyranny that wae practiced against some soldiers, 

we noticed a large number of them beginning to join our ranks. We became a 
numerically effective force of about 8,500 soldiers from the former Lebanese Army, 
not to mention volunteers, Our purpose wae to truly demonstrate that there wae a 
national legitimate authority that could go beyond the separatist legitimate 
authority. But the problem that plagued us was related to the fact that we embraced 
the concepts of revolution and overthrow; we felt that change could come about only 
through revolution and that this revolution demanded long preparation to politicize 
the participants, Therefore, the principles which are normally connected with 
every qualitative revolutionary phenomenon emerged during this early period. The 
glitter of the Lebanese Arab Army's uprising was enhanced by the excesses of some 
officers who were inculcated with the mentality of slavish discipline. They came 
to us, but not out of principle. Yes, we could benefit from their experience. 

Now they have gone back to the authorities, totally lacking in any principle or 
belief except the service of their own interests. Those who have stayed in our 
ranks throughout this period have suffered terrible tribulations, for they have 
been severely punished and diemissed from military service by the authorities. The 
second period, which followed the authorities’ 1976 comeback, was a golden age, 
during which the concepts of revolution in all its dimensions crystallized, 

proving that the nature of the stage requires a high degree of quality and not 

just a bunch of mercenaries. For this reason, I say that the period we are goi'ig 
through today is better than the previous one, because the Lebanese Arab Army's 
personnel have become more decisive and have been released from the reins of 
hesitation. They have undergone training courses at home and abroad. This period 
has been fertile soil for the revolution, since there was no hope of relying on 
former standards. On several occasions, the authorities have bee.. exposed, and 

it has become obvious that there must be revolutionary forces capable of standing 
up to the plot. In our opinion, the accord is not a query or a plea for mercy; 
instead, it must come from a position of strength. The fact remains that a 
willingness to wage war may in many cases achieve peace. 


Quality and Financing 


[Question] From what you have said, it appears to me that nothing remains of the 
Lebanese Arab Army as we knew it in its early formative period. 


(Answer) Today we are better from the standpoint of quality. We are more numer- 
ous, and the quality is better. The average age in the Lebanese Arab Army is only 
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20, We have a high ratio of volunteers and students, The average age of our 
officers ia only 18 to 20, whereas the average age in the Lebanese Army ie 32 to 
7. 


[Question] Surely you need a lot of money to buy weapons, employ personnel, and 
offer training courses, Where do you get it? 


[Anewer] Our financial sources are completely honest. They and we truly and 
devotedly serve the same principles and are struggling to achieve them. I would 
like to say here that we are not pawning ourselves, and we will never do so except 
for these principles. 


The Situation in the South 


[Question] As commander of the Lebanese Arab Army, how do you evaluate the cur- 
rent military situation in the south? 


[Anewer] Every military operation serves a definite political purpose, and the 
Zionist attacks have an inner purpose. In the foreign context, these attacks are 
aimed at imposing the Camp David policy; domestically, they are aimed at giving 
the Lebanese people two choices: to accept the control of the "Lebanese Front"- 
connected authorities or accept Zionist occupation. All of thie is an operation 
of attrition planned by American imperialism to extend the state's authority. 

Thies has been partially achieved, but as a result it has appeared, to public 
opinion, that the state is incapable of achieving security and stability. This is 
clearly confirmed by the entry of the Lebanese Army into the south on the pretext 
of preventing Israeli attacks--while doing nothing of the sort. The president of 
the Lebanese state is trying to exploit Sa‘'d al-Haddad to expand his own control 
over all Lebanese territory. This is where al-Haddad and Victor Khuri come to- 
gether; Sa'd al-Haddad wants to bring the Lebanese Army into the south while con- 
sidering himself part of it. This is supported by the fact that his soldiers’ 
salaries are still paid by the Lebanese authorities. The other proof is that the 
Beiteddin conference denounced relations with the enemy, but Sarkis, to escape from 
this denunciation, proposed Ahmad al-Khatib's name in return, and then stated that 
he did not intend to bring the army into the south. All of this proves that the 
entire state policy follows the comspiratorial line pursued by Sa'd al-Haddad. 


With respect to military parity between us and the enemy, there are international 
considerations that we must not ignore. The Zionist enemy, which has always dis- 
dained international resolutions, has not found the right opportunity to swoop 
down on what remains of southern Lebanon. It is trying to do so by means of Sa'd 
al-Haddad, but the nature of the southern terrain is, militarily, best suited to 
defense. In addition, there is the viciousness of the nationalist combatant, who 
lacks advanced modern military equipment similar to what the enemy has. 


Al-Hacddad Has Hampered the Spread 


[Question] Doesn't this stand of yours on the army and the legitimate authorities 
conflict with the nationalists’ claim that the legitimate authorities mst expand 
into the south? Aren't you afraid that the people will oppose you on this, es- 
pecially since the Lebanese Army's entry into the south is demanded by many 
national political forces as well? 


56 





[Anewer] This question would make one think that the army hae the absolute sup- 
port of the southern people, I believe that it is the Arab situation which has 
fostered an atmosphere of support for the authorities and the Lebanese Army, en~ 
pecially among those parties that are embroiled in the plot againet Lebanon, In 
addition, some illuetrious members of the nationalist ranke have publicized thie 
support out of a desire for a ministerial position or some other post, Furtherwore, 
there are some agente and all the aid that has been given on the condition that the 
authorities be supported, All of this has helped poison the minds of some of the 
masees at any given time. In compliance with the desires of the pro-authority 
trend, we have allowed the authorities’ army to perform taske that many other 
people had made up their mind to do, But the incidents took place, confirming 
two facte: first, that the authorities have no intention of protecting the home~ 
land and the southern citizens, and second, that the one who has impeded the spread 
of the Lebanese Army into the south is ite very ally, Sa'd al-Haddad, I am con- 
vinced that the masses are now at a loss and do not support the army, especially 
since they lack nationalist leaders who could persuade the citizens of what is 
going on. The ‘Ayn al-Rummanah incident is proof positive that the army does not 
intend to protect the authorities, the honor of the military uniform or the code of 
military conduct. It is even clearer that Army Commander Victor Khuri is the one 
who was busy in the ranks of the isolationist Lebanese Front in 1976 and that 
Director of Army Intelligence Johnnie ‘Abduh was a member of the Phalangist party 
council, For these reasons, I feel that some leaders connected with the Second 
Branch, who benefitted from the deprivation of the deprived and the migration of 
the emigrees, are the ones who today are calling for support for the authorities. 


No Difference 
[Question] Well and good, but what did you offer in return? 


[Answer] I am convinced that the leaders are trying to make the people think that 
there is no alternative to the army. All of them are at the heart of the plot, and 
the Second Branch is distracting the people. We have not offered anything precise, 
but we have offered our blood. We would rather not give up a single grain of soil 
unless it was stained with the blood of our martyrs. If Victor Khuri's army 
entered the south or Israel, this would make all the difference. But there is no 
difference; on the contrary, if Israel were to be entered, it would become an ob- 
vious enemy that we could resist. 


The Revolt's Legitimacy 


[Question] Earlier, you personally were exposed to being expelled from the arena. 
I don't want to ask you why that happened, but aren't you afraid that the possible 
bargaining between the Lebanese authorities and those who provide you with cover 
will lead to your expulsion again? 


[Answer] You want to force me into this topic, but I say that in the past the 
Lebanese. authorities were offered all international, Arab and Lebanese resources, 
and the Acab deterrent forces were placed at their disposal, all on the condition 
that the principles sworn to by the president upon his election be achieved. We 
know that swearing to these principles is nothing but words that will never be 
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earried out, Nevertheless, we supported the authorities in the beginning, on 

the condition that they achieve what the president awore to, We handed over to 
them every official organization under our command, But experience has chown 

that the authorities have not fulfilled their oaths and promises and are not 
committed to the patriotic, national cause, They in fact ignored the presence of 
Zioniet tanke and experte in Phalangist areas, and they relinquished their 
presence at ‘Ayn al-Rummanah to the benefit of the Phalangiets. Today I feel 

that we are in no mood to return to the past; in any case, the believer is not 
burnt twice, Yes, we were burnt before, but we will not be burnt again, When the 
president of the atate fulfille the principles to which he swore, I shall not wait 
for anyone to withdraw the Lebanese Arab Army's cover--rather, I shall withdraw 

it myself and relinquish the legitimacy of the revolt in the interest of national 
legitimacy. 
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QATAR 


BRIEFS 


NEW QATARI AMBASSADORS--Doha, 16 Apr (QNA)--The Qatari Amir, his highness 5) h 
Khalifah Ibn Hamad al Thani, has issued two decrees appointing Ahmad Hamad 
al-'Atiyah ambassador to Kuwait and Ahmad ‘Abdallah al-Khal ambassador to } RU. 
[JN1L71509 Doha QNA in Arabic 1415 GMT 16 Apr 81] 


CSO: 4802/655 
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SULTANATE OF OMAN 


EXPANSION OF POWER FACILITIES PLANNED 


Muscat TIMES OF OMAN in English 9 Apr 81 p 19 
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SULTANATE OF OMAN 


BRIEFS 


FRG TO BUILD POWER PLANTS--More power is on the way to rural areas in Oman follow- 
ing the signing of a contract worth RO3.5 million by the Ministry of Electricity 
and Water, Mr Hamoud Abdulla at Harthy, The signing which took place on Thursday 
means that the Cologne-based Klockner-Humboldt Deutz company will supply, erect 
and commission half a dozen three-megawatt Deutz diesel generator plants, There 
will be two in Sur, increasing the power capacity to 11 megawatts; and one each 

at Al Mudharib (raising the output to 3.9 megawatts), Al Mudharibi (3.9), Rostaq 
(4.2) and Masirah Island (4.3) The contract was signed on behalf of the Company 
by Commercial Director Mr Joachim Spottog and also present were Mr S.A, Usmani, 
Manager of Hamed Associated International, the firm's agents in Oman, and senior 
ministry officials. The company has already won contracts for the supply of four 
generators at Sohar, Buraimi and [bri which are already commissioned, The German 
firm was founded in 1864 and now employs 25,000 workers. Among its early employees 
was a man by the name of Daimler who went to start his own world famous company. 
(Text] (Muscat TIMES OF OMAN in English 16 Apr 81 p 2] 
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MZALI FACES CONGRESS TEST 


London 8 DAYS in English 4 Apr 81 p 5 


[Text] 


CSO: 


THE EXTRAORDINARY CONGRESS 
of Tunisia’s ruling Destour Socialist Party 
(PSD) on 10-11 April will mark the 
culmination of Prime Minister Mohammed 
Mzali’s cautious liberalisation amme. 
Since he replaced the ailing Hedi Nouira 
last year, he has instilled a new spirit into 
the country's political and trade union life, 
kindling hopes among opposition forces as 
well as western and Arab diplomatic circles 
that more substantial reforms are on the 
way. 

The premier was able to convince 
President Habib Bourguiba of the 
importance of extending his pardon to most 
leaders of the country's opposition parties, 
and trade unions. Two members of the 
moderate Errai opposition group were even 
appointed to cabinet positions. More 
significantly, Nourredine Hached was given 
the delicate task of restoring a democratic 
leadership to the faction-prone General 
Union of Tunisian Workers (UGTT). 

Before speeding up the pace of reforms, 
Mzali must ensure that he has wide rank and 
file support both within the party and trade 
union movement, where hardliners close to 
former PSD head Mohammed Sayah are 
still in positions of power and influence. If 
the premier can succeed in placing ‘liberals’ 
in the top echelons of the PSD hierarchy at 
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the Congress, the groundwork could then 
be set for a major renovation of Tunisian 
politics in the following months. 

Numerous problems face Mzali. The 
special UGTT congress, originally 
scheduled for January, had to be postponed 
until late spring because of continued 

- infighting among rival trade unionists. 
Relative press freedom received a serious 
blow in mid-March when two oppos..ion 
weeklies were banned for six months 
because of articles, concerning the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of Tunisian 
independence, which displeased ministry of 
inform=tion officials. 

As Mzali removed overt repression, so 
workers and students have raised their 
demands. A government scheme to 
reorganise the school system touched off a 
bitter month-long strike by students, and 
after several weeks of agitation bus and 
railway workers joined the movement. 

For several days in February Tunis was 
practically paralysed, recalling to observers 
the atmosphere which prevailed in the stark 
period leading up to the ‘Black Thursday’ 
riots in January 1979. The tension has 
somewhat diffused by government 
concessions, notably the banning of all 
political activity in schools, even by the 
official PSD youth section, and wage rises. 











UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


NATURAL GAS AGREEMENT--Abu Dhabi, 19 Apr [GNA])--An agreement was signed here 
today for drawing up the designs and defining the specifications of a project 
for the production of gas in the field of Tamamah (G) in the UAE. The project's 
production capacity is estimated at 4.5 cubic feet of natural gas a year. The 
production will cover the needs of the Abu Dhabi Emirate in natural gas and will 
also be used in power stations, in desalination of water and in several plants 
in Abu Dhabi and the ar-Ruways industrial area. Production will begin in late 
1983, and natural gas will be carried to Abu Dhabi and ar—Ruways by a network 

of pipes installed by the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company. ‘[Text] [JN191235 
Manama Gulf News Agency in Arabic 1135 GMT 19 Apr 81] 


HOTEL EXPLOSION KILLS TWO--An official source in the Dubayy police has announced 
that an explosive charge went off in Hyatt-Regency Hotel in Dubayy at 1455 on 
Monday, 20 April 1981. The explosion took place in a hotel service elevator 
while two hotel employees were transporting a large suitcase in which it is 
believed the charge was hidden. The explosion resulted in the death of two 

hotel employees. They are: (Taha Sandrind), a 45-year old Sri Lankan; and 

(Nur Najm ad-Din Mohammad), a 27-year old Sri Lankan. A 26-year old Sri Lankan, 
(Manila Odifi Khan), sustained medium injur’‘es. The hotel building was partially 
damaged. The source declared that the Dubayy police has not yet apprehended the 
culprits or found out the reasons for the explosion, in view of the fact that the 
explosion destroyed the suitcase's contents. He stressed that the Dubayy police 
is continuing its investigations to uncover the culprits. [Text] [GF211327 
Dubayy Domestic Service in Arabic 1300 GMT 21 Apr 81] 
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